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Staffing 

 
Congratulation to Mrs Paterson on the birth of her baby boy, due to his early arrival she will be 

starting her maternity leave earlier than anticipated. PE lessons are being covered by school 

staff for the time being while we continue to actively seek additional support.  I am waiting to 

hear back from the HT at Ullapool High School to see whether one of their teachers is able to 

come at least one day a week for the National 5 class.  Pupils are on track with their 

assessments at this point. 

Mrs Diana Bain continues to teach Business Management and Accounts.  She is in school one 

week per month and supports pupils by phone/e-mail as required when not in school. We are 

continuing to actively seek a teacher for this post.  The classes are covered by Mrs Smart on 

Mondays and Tuesdays and other secondary staff on Wednesday. 

Mr A O Flaherty returned to school on Wednesday 21st January after his period of unpaid 

leave.  Our thanks to Mrs Smart and Mrs Munro for covering in his absence. 

Mrs Wood started her maternity leave at Christmas. Mrs Poole (a qualified Art Teacher) is 

coming in to teach certificate classes two periods per week.  S1 are having two additional 

periods of Expressive Arts with Miss Ferguson and S2 and S3 are being taught Art and Craft 

skills by Mrs Bewley. 

All three vacant posts have been advertised with no applicants and will now be re-advertised.  

At the parent council meeting on Tuesday 27th it was agreed to look at additional ways to 

advertise these posts, for example various schools have been putting films on social media to 

attract staff. At the staffing meeting with HC personnel last week, discussion took place about 

the agreed additional staffing (this is the area that is due to be cut as a result of the recent 

Budget decisions).  I have made a case for the staffing we require.  The next stage is a meeting 

of the staffing team who have spoken with all Head Teachers and Bill Alexander on 3rd 

February after which a decision will be made.  There is an additional Secondary Head Teacher 

meeting on 4th February so we may know more at this stage. 

Pupil Support Assistant Relief Cover – we are looking for someone who would like to work in 

school as a PSA when extra help is needed. If you feel you would like to help our pupils learn 

and want to find out more then please get in touch with me and I will arrange for an application 

pack to be sent out to you. 

 

 



School Trips  

 

Due to recent events the planned trip to Paris due to take place during the February half 

term has been cancelled. 

A letter will go out this week with details of the planned trips for the Summer Term – a 

trip to Nuremberg, Germany, an outdoor activities trip to Perthshire. Both will be open to 

S1 – S6 and the opportunity to join the Tall Ship on a sail from Germany back to Ullapool 

along with pupils from Ullapool, Farr and possibly the Nicholson Institute in Stornoway – 

this trip is open to pupils who will be 15 or above on the date the trip departs which is the 

last week of term. 

  
Events 

Visit to the Scottish Parliament – Crofting Connections 

Last term Callum, Craig and Fraser visited the Scottish Parliament to discuss the film made by 

the young people during the Glencanisp event with MSPs at the Cross Party Committee for 

Crofting.  They had the opportunity to discuss this with Nicola Sturgeon.  The school now has a 

hard copy of the two films and a link to them will be put on the website. A very complimentary 

letter has been received from the Chairman of the committee congratulating the boys on their 

performance at the meeting.  The boys are all studying for a Rural Skills qualification. 

The last week of term saw the usual Christmas Dance, Christmas Concert and Christmas 

Service.  Unfortunately the behaviour of most of our senior pupils at the dance was not as we 

would expect and parents were informed about this.  The future of school dances will be 

discussed with the pupils at some stage this term.   

Congratulations to all involved with the Christmas Concert and especially to Miss Ferguson as 

this was her first school concert.   

Our thanks to Reverend Mann for the Christmas Service, and continuing to support us at 

regular assemblies. 

Congratulations to the Shinty team who won their match at Thurso last Saturday.  Thanks to all 

the volunteers who accompanied the team and coach on a regular basis.  

Congratulations to Spike and Jessica, their poetry entries to the Poppy Scotland competition 

have been short listed. 

Burns Supper 

Thanks to everyone involved in organising this event and also to all who attended.  It was 

another great evening and raised just over £500. 

 

Next week S1 – S3 pupils will be going to see the play TITUS being performed in Durness, 

this will be during school day. 

 

 

 



 

Goblin Car 

 

The P7s will again be using the High School workshop supported by John Wood and Mr 

Cunningham to begin building this year’s Goblin car. Assisting this year will be Iain Allison 

who is currently in his 3rd year of mechanical engineering for Reay Forrest Estate. Our 

thanks to the Estate for agreeing to release Iain, we are looking forward to welcoming him 

back to school to take over where Oliver left off last year.  

 

 

Activities during the school lunch hour:-  

 

A range of opportunities will be available to pupils during the lunch hour led either by staff 

or pupils.  There is a visual timetable on the wall in the dining room to keep everyone 

updated. All opportunities are open to all interested pupils:- 

 
Monday  

Tuesday Running Club  

Weds  English Study Support /Ukulele and Accordion Group/ Football 

Thursday D of E / Accordion Group / Biology Study Support 

Friday  Writing group /Choir  

We also have the Wii available in the community room very lunchtime for the use of all pupils. 

 

After school opportunities this term  

All pupils have been told that they are welcome to stay behind after school if they prefer 

to study in school and/or use the Fitness Room and we will support them with this.  This is 

in addition to the timetabled Support Study and activities below. 

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

Piping  

(3.45-5.00)  

 

English and N5 

Chemistry Study 

Support 

 

 

Jujitsu 

 

 

 

Shinty  

 

Music, Maths, English and 

Higher Chemistry Study 

Support 

 

NWC Choir 

 

 

Maths Study 

Support 

 

Badminton – 

Durness 

 

Youth Group - 

Scourie 

 

French Study 

Support 

 

Badminton  

(6.30-8pm))  

  

 



Study support is organised at other times to suit staff and pupils.  As always if your child 

wishes to stay behind at any time after school and needs transport home please let us know 

and we will provide this.  All pupils are aware of this and know that they only need to ask.  

We would ask that if transport is arranged that unless there is an emergency pupils do not 

change their mind at the last minute and go home on the usual bus. This is available to all 

pupils no matter where they live, as you are aware we have pupils from Polin to Laid, across 

to Merkland and in Edracchilles and Ardmore. We would always encourage pupils within 

walking distance to the school to walk home however in times of bad weather staff will 

offer pupils a lift if required.  

 

Kinlochbervie High School Fitness Room 

As a result of a recent grant from Awards for All you may be aware that the Fitness room 

has been upgraded with a range of new machines.  We are currently in discussion with 

Highland Council about enabling greater access at weekends and in the holidays. Gym users 

should please remember that they need to have an induction prior to using the new 

equipment and that there must be two people in the gym at any time.  It is important that 

everyone adheres to this in order for the current system to run.  Opening hours for the 

gym are displayed in the school and village. 

Parent Council 

The next meeting of the Parent Council is on the 28th April.  The parent council are 

organising an Afternoon Tea and Table Top sale on Saturday 14th March.  This is the day 

before Mother’s Day so feel free to bring Mum, Granny, Auntie, next door neighbour etc 

along.  If you are able to help with this in any way can you please contact the school or 

Sandra Armes-Harris who is the Chair of the Parent Council. If any parent would like to 

have an issue discussed at these meetings please either contact the school, Sandra or 

Christine MacKenzie (the Secretary of the Parent Council). 

Safer Internet Day 

The school will be working with the pupils and putting materials out to parents in the next 

few weeks.  This subject is regularly discussed in school however in the light of recent 

misuse by pupils of social media we feel that Safer Internet Day is an ideal time to raise 

everyone’s awareness about keeping themselves and their children safe and using the 

internet appropriately. 

Successful funding applications 

Thanks to everyone involved in putting together a bid at the end of last year to Education 

Scotland for funding from the Access to Education fund.  This was successful and we 

received £5500.  We put the bid in on behalf of the Associated Schools Group and will now 



look at spending this.  The criteria is very straight forward in that the money is to enable 

pupils in our area to access opportunities which support their emotional and physical help 

and enable them to have wider learning opportunities. We heard about this just before 

Christmas and the money has to spent in this financial year. 

The second successful application was to the British Council as part of our Crofting Connections 

project, to develop links with NECOFA schools in Kenya.  There a four Scottish partners to this 

bid, a school from Shetland, one from Orkney, ourselves and one from Argyll.  The pupils will be 

involved with this from the beginning and this will form part of their entitlement to the 

Learning for Sustainability curriculum and will be delivered to S1 pupils by Miss Ferguson.  The 

project will involve P7 pupils in the Summer term.  The Kenyan teachers will be visiting the 

school in May to work with staff and pupils. 

Active schools have been successful in receiving £2000 funding from the Fit for Girls fund and 

John Wood will work with the girls to draw up a plan to take this forward. 

There is also a bid which has been submitted to the ward discretionary fund.  Councillors met 

with me last year and agreed to financially support access to opportunities for pupils which sit 

under the Health and Wellbeing heading. In difficult financial times this funding will continue 

to enhance our ability to deliver a wide range of opportunities for our young people. 

Marty MacKay Memorial fund – thank you once again to the organising committee for their 

generous donation last year.  The new guitars have now arrived and a new generation of 

guitarists are developing their skills! 

School closures 

The start of the term was obviously disrupted by the weather, the phone line was updated on a 

daily basis and hopefully this was useful to all families and staff.  Thank you for the feedback 

about ensuring we mention the day we will make sure that we do this. As per the school closure 

instructions issued to parents and staff we do not use the website as an update as the phone 

line has proven itself more reliable when power lines are affected and there is no access to the 

website to either put up a message or access it.  If there are any concerns about closures 

please contact me.  

 

As always should you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at 

school in person, by phone (01971 521767) or e-mail susan.robertson@highland.gov.uk 

 

 

Susan Robertson 

Head Teacher 

mailto:susan.robertson@highland.gov.uk

