
 

 KINLOCHBERVIE HIGH SCHOOL  

 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2015 
 

 

Staffing 

 

We are pleased to welcome Mr Sagalara and Mr Tebbutt who have been appointed to the 

temporary PE and Art posts to cover Mrs Paterson’s and Mrs Wood’s maternity leave. We 

would like to thank Mrs Gunn and Mrs Poole for teaching these subjects last term. Mr 

Sebastian left to return to Spain at the end of last term and Maths is currently being 

taught by Mr Smart and Mr Galbraith. Mrs Bewley will retire at the end of this term. Mrs 

Bain will continue to teach Business Management until the end of the term. 

The Maths, English and Music posts have all been advertised with a closing date of 5th May 

– these posts are advertised on the Myjobscotland and the TES sites. As you know we have 

applied for a probationary teacher for Business Studies/Computing and will hear towards 

the end of May about this. 

 

We would like to thank Ann Debenham, Highlife Highland, for all the ways in which she has 

supported the life of the school and wish her all the best on her retirement at the end of 

May. 

 

Marina Lockery will be retiring at the end of this term. We would like to thank her for all 

her hard work supporting and teaching the pupils over the years in the Support for 

Learning Department. 

 

Yvonne Boa – our Youth Development worker will also be moving to a new post.  Yvonne has 

facilitated many opportunities for our young pupils such as attendance at the Sutherland 

and Highland Youth Voice events, Fusion events and other local and regional events.  She 

has met regularly with the Youth reps in the school and has supported pupils in achieving 

Leadership qualifications. Everything she has done has been really appreciated and we wish 

her every success in her new post.  

 

Relief Pupil Support Assistant posts – our advert to recruit additional staff available to 

provide cover for absent staff has been very successful and there are now a number of 

people able to come in and provide cover, a few are still waiting for final checks to be 

completed by Highland Council. Jane Morrison and Marina Lockery are both off ill at the 

moment and Christine Corbett and Jo Barnes have been providing the cover needed. 

 

Welcome 

 

As well as welcoming new staff we are pleased to welcome three new pupils to the school – 

Andrei, Joe and Jessie.  We hope that they settle in quickly and enjoy being in their new 

school. 

 



 

 

 
Exam leave 

A letter has been sent out to parents and a guidance sheet given to pupils about arrangements 

for this period.  We wish them all every success in their exams and for those who will be leaving 

this year we hope they all achieve what they need to move on to the next stage. 

An exam timetable has been attached. 

Achievements 

 

Poppy Scotland – As we go to press still no result from the Poppy Scotland poetry 

competition where two of our pupils, Jessica and Spike are on the short list in Scotland, 

keep your fingers crossed for them! 

 

Marty MacKay walk – congratulations to all pupils and staff who participated in this annual 

event walking from Rhiconich to Durness.  Certificates will be presented to mark this at 

the next assembly. 

 

Youth in Philanthropy – all pupils are currently involved with this project.  Pupils work in 

House groups and choose a local charity that they would like to support, they then work on 

finding out about the charity and prepare a presentation bid for £3000 which is provided 

by the Wood Group Foundation.  The winning team then present the £3000 to the charity.  

The school will be involved in this for the next three years at least and the Wood Group 

commits to donating £3000 per year.  We hope that our pupils involvement in this project 

will raise their own and other’s awareness of the work that charities do to support people in 

our area.  

 

20th Anniversary 

 

The school will be 20 years old later this year and a committee has been formed to look at 

how to celebrate this.  The next meeting is Thursday 8th May.  The group will no doubt 

welcome any ideas.  At the moment the plan is to open the school on Saturday 19th 

September for a Soup and Sweet and display about the history of the school and in the 

evening there will be a dance with music provided by Slanj Celtic Rock Ceilidh Band.  

 

 

School Trips  

 

This term pupils will be going on a school trip to Germany and two pupils will be joining a Tall 

Ships expedition.  Arrangements for pupils in school during the week of the trip are 

currently being discussed with pupils and staff and as usual a letter will go out to parents 

about these plans in the next few weeks. 

 
 



Events 

Titus – 4th February  

Pupils from S1-S3 had the opportunity to go and see the play “Titus” performed in Durness. The 

play was about life told through the eyes of a ten year old boy. The entire play was performed 

by one man which was very interesting (many of the pupils were amazed he managed to 

remember the whole script!) The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the performance and took part in a 

Q&A session after the performance. All pupils that attended thoroughly enjoyed the 

performance. 

Heartstart 6th March 

Eilidh Mackenzie from the Scottish Ambulance Service delivered a session to all year groups on 

healthy hearts and basic CPR, as well as recognising the symptoms of strokes and heart attacks.  

Football – 7th March KLB boys vs Farr Boys @ Farr. 

Scourie pitch being washed out and a mire (despite having excellent supporting provision with 

the awesome new Sports Pavilion) the boys decided that they would be happy to just go for it 

and journey up to Farr for the return match in our friendlies against them this winter. In the 

last fixture we drew with Farr and played a mixed team with a diverse range of ages and indeed 

a couple of girls on the pitch too: Everyone played superbly in the match and the atmosphere 

with the players made the game - everyone was really positive and up beat even when faced 

with difficult situations. On the 7th we lost 5-4 to Farr despite being 4-1 up a half time. We 

had to decide whether not to play our junior’s in the second half as they had made the effort 

to come along on the epic journey to Farr- they got their change and were blazing, really giving 

it everything- really impressive: Farr however made their comeback. Conner Munro was voted 

man of the match. We look forward to the next match. 

World Book Day – 5th March 

This was marked by a quiz where pupils had to identify books from their opening lines.  First 

off the mark were Michelle and Tyree who had worked it out before the ink was dry on the 

posters! They won the prize.  In addition, all pupils were given a book token, we hope they were 

used! 

 

Streetcar Named Desire, Scottish Ballet – 13th March  

Kinlochbervie High School pupils took a trip to see A Streetcar Named Desire in Inverness. We 

drove down straight after school. The play was to be performed by Scottish ballet and many of 

the pupils didn’t know what to expect. The performance was very moving and the pupils were 

able to attend a workshop based on the music. All the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

There were lots of sleepy pupils (and teachers!) on the return journey! 

Afternoon Tea Fundraiser – 14th March 

Thanks to all who supported this event, a total of £310 was raised for School Fund. 



P7 – S2 IDL - The  Place2B 

On Thursday 20th and Friday 21st March the S1 and S2 pupils from the High school were 

joined by P6 & 7 from Scourie, Durness and Kinlochbervie primaries to take part in the third of 

a series of inter-disciplinary projects to encourage students to look at career opportunities in 

the local area through an enterprise project. They worked in four groups to design an event 

which could be used to attract tourists to the area, making a souvenir and short film to support 

their ideas. On the Friday afternoon parents and visitors were invited into the school to watch 

a presentation by each of the groups. All students participated very well with some older 

students taking a really positive lead. 

Glencanisp – Crofting Connections 19/20th March 

On Thursday 19th March pupils Craig Mackay, Iona Liang, James Flett and Olivia Corbett joined 

the Scottish Crofting Federation’s weekend conference at Glencanisp Lodge in Assynt. This 

event was designed to bring crofters, young and old together to discuss the future vision for 

crofting. Pupils from various schools across the Highlands and Islands attended along with 

young working crofters and those with decades of experience. 

A film crew recorded much of the event over the weekend. Some pupils were interviewed by 

the BBC. All in all, a wide ranging and encouraging event for youngsters wishing to build on a 

traditional way of life whilst remaining in touch with the modern world. 

 

Musical Showcase – 26th March 

A fabulous night of entertainment was had with music and song provide by pupils and the North 

West Community Choir. £221.60 was raised for school funds. 

D of E Silver and Bronze expeditions – Easter Weekend 

These were both completed successfully – our thanks to staff and volunteers for all the hard 

work – MMCP/AC and volunteers (SB) 

SOSCA testing 

These assessments are carried out with S2 pupils in all schools in Highland during the month of 

May.  A leaflet will be sent out to parents with further information. This is the secondary 

version of the INCAS testing carried out in primaries. 

 

Reports and Parents’ Evenings 

12th June – S1-3 pupil reports  

16th June – S1-3 Parents evening  



While we have set out a reporting timetable, parents are welcome to come in to the school at 

any time to discuss their child’s progress. 

 

Activities during the school lunch hour:-  

 

A range of opportunities will be available to pupils during the lunch hour led either by staff 

or pupils.  There is a visual timetable on the wall in the dining room to keep everyone 

updated. All opportunities are open to all interested pupils:- 

 
Monday  

Tuesday Running Club  

Weds  English Study Support / Girls Football 

Thursday D of E  

Friday  Choir  

 

After school opportunities this term  

All pupils have been told that they are welcome to stay behind after school if they prefer 

to study in school and/or use the Fitness Room and we will support them with this.  This is 

in addition to the timetabled Support Study and activities below. 

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

Piping  

(3.45-

5.00)  

 

 

 

 

Jujitsu 

(Scourie) 

 

 

Shinty  

 

Maths, English study support and  

NWC Choir 

 

 

Maths Study 

Support 

 

Badminton – 

Durness 

 

Youth Group - 

Scourie 

 

Badminton  

(6.30-

8pm))  

  

 

Study support is organised at other times to suit staff and pupils.  As always if your child 

wishes to stay behind at any time after school and needs transport home please let us know 

and we will aim to provide this.   

Football  

Jack Hatherall (alumni) has returned to provide coaching for footballers on Fridays after 

school and transport has been provided to both Scourie and Durness after the training. These 



sessions are planned to run even throughout the study leave period. Jack is currently engaged 

in a sports science course in Inverness College. 

 

Boat Building  

 

A twenty two foot rowing boat is being built behind the school  in the boat house and 

should be finished for the summer. It’s called a St Ayles Skiff and is a kit that was funded 

from the Westminster Foundation originally. It has so far been really rewarding to build 

and many people have been involved in its construction with one session seeing 12 people 

along. There is still work to be done and the boat is very close to being turned from upside 

down as all the planks are put onto it. If you are interested in building the boat or rowing it 

when it’s finished please get in touch. 

 

Sailing and Kayaking 

After school sailing and Kayaking will be running this year again with dates to be confirmed. 

 

Jujitsu 

The Martial arts classes that have been running in KLB high for the last two years have now 

moved to Scourie village hall. It still remains a great opportunity for local children and 

adults alike to access quality coaching. 

Hockey 

Hockey provision for girls is likely to be offered as an after school activity based at the 

High School but catering for Primary schools aged pupils too. 

Kinlochbervie High School Fitness Room 

Please watch out for further information about access to the fitness room outside of 

school hours as a new lock system is due to be fitted this week which will allow greater use 

of the room. 

Parent Council 

The next meeting of the Parent Council is on the Tuesday 5th May at 7.30pm. 

 If any parent would like to have an issue discussed at these meetings please either contact 

the school, Sandra or Christine MacKenzie (the Secretary of the Parent Council). Minutes 

and agendas of previous meetings are displayed in the school and on the school website. 

Successful funding applications 



Ward discretionary funding of £500 – we are grateful to have received this funding which 

will support pupils able to access a range of opportunities.  

 

As always should you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at 

school in person, by phone (01971 521767) or e-mail susan.robertson@highland.gov.uk 

 

 

Susan Robertson 

Head Teacher 
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