
Kinlochbervie High School 

S4-6 Senior Curriculum 



INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This booklet has been produced by the staff of the school to help parents and pupils to understand 

the choices which pupils in S3-S5 will be making over the next month.  It contains information about 

the subjects on offer and gives general advice about making subject choices. Pupils in Kinlochbervie 

High School are fortunate in having a wider range of subjects to choose from than in most schools. 

Pupils are not forced to select from set columns but have a free choice of subjects with appropriate 

careers guidance. 

 

Since subject choice is an important but worrying time for both pupils and parents, we have arranged 

an option choice programme to help.  Pupils are currently looking at future choices during PD.  As part 

of this process there will be an opportunity for parents to discuss specific subjects with staff and 

also to discuss options in general with pupil support staff, careers advisers and the Head Teacher at 

parents’ evening on Monday 21st March.  

 

 

 

I hope that our programme of advice on options will prove useful to you.  If, however, you have any 

questions on any matter related to this process, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S Robertson 

Head Teacher 



Senior School Curriculum 

 

In S4, S5 and S6, students are able to take a mix of subjects at different levels. All curricular areas are 

open to pupils of all abilities. 

The courses which are being offered for session 2016-2017 are described in this booklet.   

The ability of the school to offer some courses depends on the availability of staff and to some extent on 

the number of pupils opting for the subject. Consequently, it may not always be possible to offer all pupils 

their preferred choices. At this point in time the school staffing allocation for 2016-17 has not yet been 

agreed by Highland Council due to budget restraints and this may affect the availability of some courses. 

 

 

National 5,Higher and Advanced Higher Courses 

These courses are made up of Units and a Course assessment. The Course assessment consists of a ques-

tion paper (exam) and/or coursework (assignments, portfolios, practical activities etc.). To achieve the 

qualification, learners need to pass all Unit assessments, plus the Course assessment. 

Unit assessments are marked internally by the teacher/lecturer as pass or fail. For the Course assess-

ment, SQA will externally mark all question papers (exams) and the majority of coursework, however; in 

some subjects, coursework will be marked internally by the school or college as it is in the existing Na-

tional Courses. Courses at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher will be graded A to D or ‘No Award’. 

National Examinations  

 

These courses at National 2 to 4 are all made up of units which are assessed internally and must be 

passed to gain an overall award.   

 

Teaching staff will assist students by advising them of the appropriate levels of study for next session. 

It is vital that every student should consult her/his subject teachers before making her/his provi-

sional choices. Pupils will have the opportunity of an interview with pupil support staff and careers staff, 

who can advise on courses suited to the pupil’s ability and interests. Final choices should then be decided 

in consultation with parents/carers and Pupil Support Staff.  

 

In our opinion the most important consideration for pupils at this time is that they are able to follow a 

balanced curriculum, i.e. a range of subjects which will prepare them for the needs of adult life while 

keeping their options open as to any possible career choice they may be considering.  We believe that sub-

ject choices should reflect reasonable aims, but should not be dominated by them:  a balanced choice 

keeps options open and allows children to adapt to changed circumstances (or preferences) as they grow 

older. 

 

The option choice form must be returned to the school by Wednesday 23rd March completed in accord-

ance with the instructions and signed by the parent/carer. 

 

 



S4 – S6 in Kinlochbervie High School 

 

School Leaving Dates 
 

The statutory school leaving dates in Scotland are as follows: 

 

If you are 16 between 1 March and 30 September, you may leave school at the end of May. 

 

If you are 16 between 1 October and the last day of February, you may leave at Christmas. 

 

The school provides courses for all ability levels.  In a few cases however some students may wish, with 

guidance, to consider whether it might be better to leave and try for a job or some other form of edu-

cation or training, such as Modern Apprenticeships, Training for Work or Get Ready for Work courses.  

It is possible for pupils who are not eligible to leave school until December to take up a full time college 

based course from the prior August. 

 

The Options Available In School 

 

Fourth and Fifth Years 

 

Pupils going in to S4 must choose six subjects. 

Pupils going in to S5 must choose five subjects. 

 

Highers are the main entrance qualifications for courses at University and College and also for entry to 

many professions. The Higher Grade course is a demanding and intensive course and pupils need to be 

prepared to put in the effort both in class and at home to achieve at this level. National 5 at A or B and 

real application are necessary if a pupil is to have a realistic chance of success at Higher Grade.  

 

National courses provide students with the opportunity of studying at a less demanding level than High-

er Grade.  Successful completion of National 5 may allow a pupil to attempt Higher during the following 

session. 

 

National 3 and National 4 courses allow students to study a subject without having to sit a final exami-

nation.  Assessment takes place throughout the year, and credit for units passed is recorded on a pupil’s 

SQA National Certificate. 

 

Sixth Year 

If you decide to return for a Sixth Year, you will be expected to study at least five subjects from the 

menu of Advanced Highers, Highers and National 3/4/5 courses.  In exceptional cases – for example, 

when a student wishes to take a particularly demanding group of courses such as two Advanced Highers 

and one Higher – Pupil support staff may agree that a student should take only four subjects. 

 

Open Learning – there are some opportunities for pupils to follow course offered by open learning sup-
ported by staff in school.  These are funded by Highland Council; we anticipate a full list of these 
courses shortly. 



HIGHER EDUCATION OPEN DAYS 2016 

 

The open day programme is designed primarily for those who intend to apply in October 2016 to Janu-

ary 2017 for entry to University in September/October 2017. Generally, an open day includes displays, 

demonstrations and information sessions. When the school receives details of dates, they are e-mailed 

to pupils and put on the school notice board.  The school is planning to arrange a trip to the central belt 

to enable students to attend a selection of these days. 

We would encourage all pupils to go on-line to the University web site for full details of the open days 

and a planner of events.  Preparation prior to the open day means that pupils can make the most of 

their visit. 

 

Careers Adviser 

 

As young people begin to explore their options for further learning and work, it is important that they 

identify their skills and strengths as they make decisions about what they want to do next. 

 

Working with school staff Skills Development Scotland (SDS) can help young people get ready for this 

exciting stage in their lives and prepare for their future. 

 

SDS provides a range of support to help students to develop career management skills and to make well

-informed decisions about their career pathways. 

 

Career management skills are part of the school curriculum.  In addition, group sessions, face-to-face 

coaching where appropriate, are supported by My World of Work web service - 

 

www.myworldof work.co.uk 

 

This website provides information on different careers, how to build and customize CVs, search for 

jobs, source funding for learning, apply for further or higher education and many other tools. 

 

Careers Advisers will help students who need some tailored support to explore the training and skills 

necessary for the job or career which is right for them. 

 

 

Students can speak to the Careers Adviser, by making an appointment through Mrs Mann.  Parents are 

very welcome to attend these interviews. Many pupils have already consulted with the Careers Adviser 

and further opportunities will take place this year during the day on Monday21st March. The Careers 

Advisers also attend the Parents Evenings the same day. 

http://www.myworldof


Subject National 3 National 4 National 5 Higher Advanced Higher 

Business and Hospitality Suite 

of Courses 

          

Business Management   * * * * 

Hospitality * * *     

Expressive Arts Suite of 

Courses 

          

Art and Design * * * * * 

Music * * * * * 

Health and Wellbeing           

Health and Food Technology * * *     

Physical Education * * * *   

Languages Suite of Courses           

English * * * * * 

Language for Life and Work * * *     

French * * * * * 

German * * * * * 

Mathematics   * * * * 

Lifeskills Mathematics * * *     

Sciences Suite of Courses           

Biology * * * * * 

Human Biology       *   

Chemistry * * * * * 

Physics * * * * * 

Social Studies Suite of 

Courses 

          

Geography * * * * * 

History * * * * * 

Technologies Suite of Courses           

Design and Manufacture   * * *   

Graphic Communication * * * *   

            

SUMMARY OF SUBJECTS ON OFFER  



Skills for Work 

Courses 

          

Early Education & Child Care   SCQF 5 SCQF 6     

NPA Rural Skills 

(to include Gamekeeping, Small Animal 

Handling, Estate Skills, Forestry  

Management and Local Food Produc-

tion) 

  SCQF 5 SCQF 6     

Maritime Skills     SCQF 6     

Uniformed & Emergency Ser-

vices 

  SCQF 5       

Automotive Skills   Nat 4       

Laboratory Science     Nat 5     

Course descriptors for subjects can be found in order as listed above. 

If there are no descriptors for a course / level, please see Mrs Robertson for information in the first 

instance. 



Business Management 

 

Business Management is available at National 4, 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels. 

 

Why study Business Management? 

Anyone who wants to know more about how a business operates and the skills and resources that are 

required to run a business. 

 

It is one of the most useful subjects for anyone considering applying for an Accountancy or Busi-

ness degree or hoping to run their own business. 

 

National 4 Business 

Business plays an important role in society. We all rely on businesses and entrepreneurs to create 

wealth, prosperity, jobs and choices. The course is designed to develop learners’ understanding of 

the way in which businesses operate in the current dynamic, changing and economic environments, 

and to encourage enterprising attitudes.  

 

Course Content: Three units 

 

1) Business in Action (National 4) 

Learners will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of how and why businesses de-

velop and operate in today’s society.  

 

Learners will develop skills and knowledge and understanding relating to the role of business and en-

trepreneurship within society, and of the actions taken by business to meet customers’ needs.  

 

Learners will explore functional activities, such as marketing, finance, operations and human re-

sources, and applying their understanding of these areas to support business planning and decision 

making.  

 

2) Influences on Business (National 4) 

Learners will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of the impact that a range of 

internal and external influences has on business decision making.  

 

Learners will investigate stakeholders’ influence on businesses and will acquire skills and knowledge 

and understanding relating to the financial, economic, competitive and social environment in which 

businesses have to operate. This will provide learners with a growing understanding of how these 

influences can affect business survival and success.  

 

3) Added Value Unit: Business Assignment (National 4) 

Learners will draw on and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding they have gained from 

across the other Units of the Course. This will be demonstrated by an assignment.  

 

 



National 4 requirements 

Successfully achieved the level 3 outcomes in the majority of subjects in S3 

 

Course assessment National 4.  

Three internal assessments (one for each unit). Unit assessment (or ‘evidence of learning’) could be 

presented in a variety of ways such as written reports, presentations, e-portfolio, diaries, blogs, 

checklist, business plan etc.  

There is no external assessment for National 4Business. 

Homework  

Approximately one formal piece of homework every 2 weeks  

 

Progression  

N5 Business                N5 Accounting  

 

 

National 5 Business Management 

N5 Business Management develops pupils’ knowledge of the dynamic, changing, competitive and eco-

nomic environment of industry and commerce. It develops skills in communicating and presenting 

business related information to the various stakeholders of an organisation. Developing these skills 

will enable learners to succeed in life with determination and the ability to think logically. 

 

Course Content: Three units:  

 

1) Understanding Business (National 5) 

 Give an account of the key objectives and activities of business organisations 

Apply knowledge and understanding of factors that impact on the activities of business organisations 

 

2) Management of People and Finance (National 5) 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of how the management of people contributes to the success 

of an organisation 

Apply knowledge and understanding of how the management of finance contributes to the success of 

an organisation 

 

3) Management of Marketing and Operations. 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of how the marketing function contributes to the success of 

an organisation 

Apply knowledge and understanding of how the operations function contributes to the success of an 

organisation 

 

National 5 Requirements  

Successfully achieved National 4 Business or successfully completing the level 4 outcomes.  

 

Course Assessment  

 



External Assessment 

An examination which is worth 70 marks and coursework which consists of an assignment worth 30 

marks. For the coursework candidates will be required to research and produce a report on a small 

business of their choice.  

 

Internal Assessment 

The individual units are assessed internally by means of tasks or written questions.  

 

A specimen question paper is available on the SQA website. 

Homework 

Approximately one formal piece of homework every 2 weeks  

 

Progression 

Success at National 5 allows for progression to the Higher course.  

 

 

Higher Business Management 

 

The Higher Business Management Course provides learners with the skills, knowledge and under-

standing needed to understand contemporary business.  

The Course gives learners an understanding of the dynamic, changing, competitive and economic en-

vironment of industry and commerce. It develops skills in communicating and presenting business-

related information, in a variety of formats, to the various stakeholders of an organisation. 

 

Course Content: Three units:  

 

1) Understanding Business (Higher) 

 Analyse the features, objectives and internal structures of large business organisations 

Analyse the environment in which large organisations operate 

 

2) Management of People & Finance (Higher) 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of how the management of people can meet the objectives 

of large organisations 

Analyse how the management of finance contributes to the effectiveness of large organisations 

 

3) Management of Marketing & Operations (Higher) 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of how the marketing function enhances the effectiveness 

of large organisations 

Apply knowledge and understanding of how the operations function contributes to the success of 

large organisations 

 

Higher Requirements  

National 5 Business Management or National 5 English 

 

Course Assessment  



External Assessment 

An examination which is worth 70 marks and coursework which consists of an assignment worth 30 marks. 

For the coursework candidates will be required to research and produce a report on a small business of 

their choice and make recommendations.  

 

Internal Assessment 

The individual units are assessed internally by means of tasks or written questions.  

 

A specimen question paper is available on the SQA website. 

 

Homework 

Approximately one formal piece of homework every 2 weeks  

 

Progression 

Success at Higher allows for progression to the Advanced Higher course.  

 

Possible career routes  

Banking & Insurance          Human Resources/Personnel           Marketing & Advertising                      

Retail/Fashion Management           Sales Executives                         Restaurant/Hospitality Manager     

Events Management          Call Centres  

Local Government                 Procurement/Buying                   Manufacturing Transport  

Distribution & Logistics        

Further details for the course are available on the SQA Business Management  

website- Specifications 

 

 

Advanced Higher Business Management 

 

The Advanced Higher Business Management Course prepares learners to play an active part in Scotland’s 

vibrant and innovative business culture by equipping them with an understanding of the national and global 

nature of business. Learners develop analytical and research skills by investigating real organisations in a 

range of contexts. They gain a perspective that gives them the ability to research, analyse and interpret 

the actions and decisions taken by such organisations, and to explain how these actions and decisions might 

affect businesses and their economic success. 

 

Course Content: Three mandatory units:  

 

1) The External Business Environment (Advanced Higher) 

 Analyse effects of external influences on organisations operating at a multi-national and global level 

Analyse and evaluate the impact of external factors and consider effectiveness of various actions 

 

 



2) The Internal Business Environment  (Advanced Higher) 

 Analyse both traditional and contemporary management theories used bu organisations to maxim-

ise efficiency 

Analyse and evaluate theories relating to internal factors that influence the success of teams 

 

3) Evaluating Business Information (Advanced Higher) 

Analyse and evaluate business information by carrying out a research project on a topic from the 

course. 

 

Advanced Higher Requirements  

Higher Business Management or Higher English 

 

Course Assessment  

 

External Assessment 

An examination which is worth 80 marks and coursework which consists of an assignment worth 40 

marks. For the coursework candidates will be required to research and produce a report on.  

 

Internal Assessment 

The individual units are assessed internally by means of tasks or written questions.  

 

A specimen question paper is available on the SQA website. 

 

Homework 

Approximately one formal piece of homework every 2 weeks. Weekly revision of topics covered by 

reading over notes and creating memory aids such as mind maps. 

 

Progression 

Success at Advanced Higher allows for progression to a degree course.  

 

Possible career routes  

Banking & Insurance          Human Resources/Personnel            

Marketing & Advertising  Retail/Fashion Management            Sales Executives                               

Restaurant/Hospitality Manager  Events Management          Local Government              Pro-

curement/Buying   Manufacturing Transport Distribution & Logistics      

Business Education Teacher!   

 

Further details for the course are available on the SQA Business Management  

website- Specifications 



Hospitality  Practical Cookery 

National 3, National 4 and National 5 

Purpose and aims of the Course 

The purpose of these courses is to develop learners’ life skills and enhance their personal effectiveness in 

terms of cookery and to provide a set of skills for those who wish to progress to further study in the hospi-

tality context. In preparing learners for life, the Course anticipates their future needs in that it enables 

them to learn how to prepare and cook food for themselves and others. It also develops their organisational 

skills, which have an application in a variety of contexts. 

The Course aims to enable learners to: 

Use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when following recipes se-

lect and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes develop an understanding of ingredients 

and their uses and an awareness of responsible sourcing develop an awareness of current dietary advice re-

lating to the use of ingredients work safely and hygienically. 

The broad structure of the Course meets its purpose and aims, which are addressed by the Units it compris-

es. 

The Course contains a significant practical component, which involves experiential learning, and is supported 

by related theory. It uses real-life hospitality contexts, which makes it relevant to the world of work. 

The Course makes an important contribution to general education through developing a range of essential 

skills which will stand learners in good stead. Its contribution to vocational education is important because it 

allows progression to a range of careers in the hospitality industry. The Course also supports the wider cur-

riculum through developing learners’ awareness of the importance of responsible sourcing of ingredients. 

Who might these courses appeal to? 

This Course is designed for those who are interested in food and cooking and who enjoy being creative with 

food. Learners who have chosen to follow it may wish to utilise their cookery knowledge and skills at home, in 

the wider community or, ultimately, in the hospitality industry. 

The Course takes into account the needs of all learners in that it recognises that young people achieve in dif-

ferent ways and at a different pace. Neither the mode nor the period of delivery is prescribed, and centres 

will be free to demonstrate a range of teaching methods and to draw on a range of mechanisms supporting 

delivery. 

Learners will develop a range of both generic and practical cookery skills, including food preparation tech-

niques and the ability to follow cookery processes; the ability to choose, weigh and measure ingredients and 

calculate proportions; and the ability to follow recipes to produce dishes and to evaluate the product. 

Learners will also develop the ability to, with guidance, plan and produce meals and to present them appropri-

ately; the ability to work safely and hygienically; and organisational and time management skills in the cook-

ery context. 

The Course will support learners’ personal and social development and will serve them very well in their eve-

ryday lives, as well as preparing them for further training and employment in a wide range of hospitality-

related areas. 



Recommended entry 

National 4 and 5 lead on from the Broad General Education in S1-3 and new S4 pupils will follow the level ap-

propriate to their needs. Pupils in S5/6 who have successfully completed Hospitality Intermediate 1 could 

take National 5. Most other pupils would follow National 4 however it may be appropriate for an individual to 

go straight to National 5. Please speak to Mrs Munro for further information. 

Mandatory Units for National 4 and National 5 

Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes (National 4) 

Understanding and Using Ingredients (National 4) 

Organisational Skills for Cooking (National 4) 

Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal (National 4) 

 

Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes 

National 3 - This Unit aims to develop learners’ basic cookery skills in the context of producing dishes with 

guidance. Learners will also develop an appreciation of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to 

work safely and hygienically. 

National 4 - This Unit aims to develop learners’ cookery skills, food preparation techniques, and their ability 

to follow cookery processes, in the context of producing dishes with minimal guidance. Learners will also de-

velop an understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe and hygienic 

practices at all times. 

 National 5 - This Unit aims to enhance learners’ cookery skills, food preparation techniques and their abil-

ity to follow cookery processes in the context of producing dishes. Learners will also develop an understand-

ing of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe and hygienic practices at all times. 

 

Understanding and Using Ingredients 

National 3 - This Unit aims to introduce learners to a range of ingredients and their uses. It also introduces 

learners to current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients. Learners will develop an ability to select 

and use ingredients, with guidance, in the preparation of dishes and to work safely and hygienically. 

National 4 - This Unit aims to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety 

of different sources and their uses. It also addresses the importance of responsible sourcing of ingredients 

and of current dietary advice. Learners will develop an ability to select and use appropriate ingredients, with 

minimal guidance, in the preparation of dishes and to do so safely and hygienically. 

National 5 - This Unit aims to enhance learners’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety 

of different sources and of their characteristics. It also addresses the importance of sustainability, the re-

sponsible sourcing of ingredients and of current dietary advice. Learners will further develop the ability to 

select and use a range of appropriate ingredients in the preparation of dishes and to do so safely and hygieni-

cally. 



Organisational Skills for Cooking 

National 3 - This Unit aims to develop learners’ basic organisational skills. Learners will acquire the ability 

to produce dishes (with guidance and by following a given plan), to present them appropriately and to work 

safely and hygienically. They will also develop the ability to carry out an evaluation of the product. 

National 4 - This Unit aims to develop learners’ organisational and time management skills. Learners will ac-

quire the ability to follow recipes and time plans to produce dishes, with minimal guidance, and to work safely 

and hygienically. They will also further develop the ability to carry out an evaluation of the product. 

National 5 - This Unit aims to extend learners’ planning, organisational and time management skills. Learners 

will develop the ability to follow recipes; to plan, produce and cost dishes and meals; and to work safely and 

hygienically. They will also extend their ability to carry out an evaluation the product. 

 

Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal  

National 4 - This Unit aims to enable learners to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed 

in the other three Units. Learners will carry out a practical activity which will involve producing a meal to a 

given specification. The activity brief will require learners to prepare and cook a two-course meal for a given 

number of people within a given timescale and to present it appropriately. It will require learners to demon-

strate safe and hygienic working practices throughout. 

 

In the National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course, added value will focus on challenge and appli-

cation 

The learner will be assessed by a practical activity drawing on the knowledge, understanding and skills devel-

oped across the Course. The activity will require learners to extend cookery-related knowledge, understand-

ing and skills, and to apply them in the production of a meal to a given specification. Learners will plan, pre-

pare and cook a three-course meal for a given number of people within a given timescale and present it appro-

priately. 



Art & Design 

National 3 

(National 3 replaces Access 3 or Standard Grade foundation). 

Aims 

The National 3 Art and Design course is designed to provide a broad practical experience of art 

and design and related knowledge and understanding. 

It builds on the general S3 Art and Design course.  

Course Details 

The course offers learners opportunities to develop their practical skills at a basic level by com-

municating their thoughts and ideas when creating expressive and design work. 

The course has 3 main activities: 

1. Expressive Unit 

2. Design Unit 

Critical Studies. 

Within each of the units, learners will develop skills in: 

 Experimenting and using art and design materials, basic techniques and / or technologies. 

 Communicating thoughts, feelings and ideas. 

 Developing a basic knowledge and understanding of artists’ and designers’ work and practice. 

Identifying areas for improvement when reflecting on own work. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 3 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three activities, 

with all of the course work being assessed internally (this provides frequent opportunities for indi-

vidual discussion on progress).  

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 3 are likely to progress to National 4.   



Art & Design: National 4  

 

Aims 

 

This course provides pupils with a variety of practical experiences and is a very good preparation for pro-

gression.  It encourages pupils to become more visually aware, to have the confidence to express their own 

ideas and feelings visually and to be able to solve practical design problems. 

 

Course Details 

 

The course is devised to benefit pupils at all levels of ability with a variety of activities and experiences 

throughout.  Pupils follow a common course and individual areas of interest are encouraged and developed.  

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Expressive Activity involves pupils in practical work exploring a given theme and expressing their own ideas 

and feelings visually using a variety of media and materials which may include drawing, painting, ceramics, 

printmaking, 3-dimensional work, computer graphics and digital imagery.  Pupils are expected to keep per-

sonal sketchbooks at home to record ideas and research for work in the classroom. 

 

Design Activity gives pupils the opportunity to tackle practical problem solving through a process which 

demonstrates investigation and research into a design brief, development of ideas, presentation of their 

own solution in 2-dimensional or 3-dimensional form and evaluation of the result.  This can include activities 

such as product design, graphic or fashion/ textile design. 

 

Art & Design Studies is intended to encourage pupils to develop ideas and opinions on their own and on the 

work of other artists and designers and to make their own judgments in written and visual form.  Through-

out the course pupils will have to complete written assignments which will be closely related to their practi-

cal work. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 4 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three activities; with all of 

the course work being assessed internally (this provides frequent opportunities for individual discussion on 

progress).  

 

Progression 

 

Pupils who achieve National 4 are likely to progress to National 5.  Progression then leads to the Higher and 

the Advanced Higher course, which has had a good uptake of pupils in past years resulting in acceptances 

at Art College or University to study fine art, design or architecture. 



Art & Design: National 5 

Purpose 

The National 5 course builds on the National 4 course and prepares pupils for Higher. It could also be taken 

as a course in its own right, challenging learners to be creative and expressive.  

 

Recommended Entry 

Pupils would normally be expected to have attained Art and Design at Intermediate 1 or National 4 for entry 

to the course at National 5. It is also advisable for pupils to have attained at least an Int 1 or National 4 pass 

in English. 

 

Course Details 

National 5 follows a similar course pattern to National 4 & Higher which consists of the three mandatory 

units:  

Expressive Activity 

Design Activity 

Art & Design Studies 

 

Students are required to present a selection of work developed in response to an Expressive stimuli and a 

Design brief. This selection creates a portfolio of practical work which must demonstrate clear understand-

ing of the creative process from initiation to completion. 

Development ideas will be used to produce a final piece of expressive art and a design solution using quality 

skills. 

 

Art & Design Studies builds on previous knowledge and understanding of art and design practice and develops 

the ability to critically analyse, respond and evaluate the work of artists and designers. It develops an aware-

ness and vocabulary to discuss the visual qualities and/ or functional impact of art and design work. 

 

Course Assessment 

At National 5, course assessment consists of two components: a portfolio (160 marks. The Design and Expres-
sive activities in the portfolio are equally weighted with 80 marks being available for each) and a question pa-

per (40 marks). 

 

Most of the course work is assessed internally providing frequent opportunities for individual discussion on 

progress.  Practical work produced in the classroom may be verified by an SQA Moderator at the end of the 

course.  The portfolios, including 3D work, are sent away for external assessment and may be returned to the 

pupil later, if required, upon reimbursement of the SQA postal charges.  The final exam at National 5 con-

sists of a 1 hour 10 minute written question paper on Art and Design Studies. 

                                                                                                                                                                            

Progression 

Candidates who achieve National 5 Art & Design may progress to: 

Higher Art & Design 

Advanced Higher Art & Design 

a degree course in art school or university (Fine Art, History of Art, Art & Design) 

an appropriate HNC or HND course 

employment following SVQ training. 



Art & Design: Higher  

 

Purpose 

 

The Higher Art & Design course provides progression from National 5 Art & Design. It develops candidates’ 

understanding of art and design work and practice, and of the impact of social, cultural and other external 

factors on artists’ and designers’ work. Candidates will develop their creativity, evaluation and complex prob-

lem solving skills as they respond to stimuli, and experiment with and use selected art and design materials, 

techniques and/or technology to develop, refine and realise their own creative ideas. 

 

Recommended Entry 

 

Pupils would normally be expected to have attained Art and Design at Intermediate 2 or National 5 for entry 

to the course at Higher. It is also advisable for pupils to have attained at least an Int 1 or National 4 pass in 

English. 

 

Course Details 

 

Higher and National 5 follow a common course which comprises three mandatory units.   

 

Expressive Activity  

Pupils will identify, select and interpret sources and stimuli of personal interest from areas such as Still Life, 

Portraiture or the Natural Environment - investigating and recording at first hand, with an emphasis on di-

rect drawing.  This will involve different skills and techniques and use a range of appropriate media to pro-

duce a variety of evidence.  Completed artwork will clearly convey the student’s ideas, feelings and responses 

with imagination, demonstrating considered and assured use of different media. 

 

Design Activity  

In response to a particular design problem or need, the pupil will negotiate and finalise a specific design brief 

in areas such as product, graphics, textile or jewellery design.  The pupil will investigate and consider a range 

of possible approaches and a number of possible solutions, showing inventiveness and flexibility of thought.  

From possibilities considered, a solution will be selected and made in finished or prototype form.  Informed 

evaluation of both the developmental process and the solution - including consideration of modifications and / 

or alternatives - will be included. 

 

Art & Design Studies  

This unit is concerned with the development of knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the visual arts 

and design, past and present.  Pupils will research and investigate chosen areas of the visual arts and design, 

communicating informed personal views, opinions and judgments.  Pupils are required to undertake two stud-

ies, one of which must be directly linked to Expressive Activity and one directly to Design Activity.  Each 

study must deal with a contemporary and a historical context. 



Course Assessment 

At Higher, course assessment consists of two components: a portfolio (160 marks) and a question paper (60 

marks). 

 

Most of the course work is assessed internally providing frequent opportunities for individual discussion on 

progress.  Practical work produced in the classroom may be verified by an SQA Moderator at the end of the 

course.  The portfolios of course work, including 3D work, are sent away for external assessment and may be 

returned to the pupil later, if required, upon reimbursement of the SQA postal charges.  The final exam at 

Higher consists of a 2 hour written paper on Critical Design/Visual Arts Studies. 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Progression 

 

Candidates who achieve Higher Art & Design may progress to: 

 Advanced Higher Art & Design 

 a degree course in art school or university (Fine Art, History of Art, Art & Design) 

 an appropriate HNC or HND course 

employment following SVQ training. 

 

Art & Design: Courses for S6 
 

Advanced Higher 

 

Advanced Higher in Art & Design offers a natural progression from Higher and this option is open to any stu-

dent who has achieved a Higher pass in Art & Design and at least an Int. 2 or National 5 pass in English.  The 

AH course consists of a combination of two units - a mandatory ‘major’ unit of 80 hours study (2 credits) from 

Design or Expressive and an optional ‘minor’ unit of 40 hours (1 credit).  Both units must be on a related theme 

or area of study to suit the student’s personal skills and interests.  This course requires a minimum of 7 peri-

ods of study weekly plus work in students’ own time on sketchbooks, research and folio work.  There are no 

formal exams for Advanced Higher; work produced is collated into a folio which is sent for external assess-

ment by the SQA. 

A studio-like space can be provided within the Art Dept. 

Portfolio Preparation 

 

This option is usually open to any S6 pupil who has already taken Higher Art & Design and wishes to submit a 

portfolio of work for entry to degree courses at Art College or university, or to NC or HND courses at Fur-

ther Education College. 

 

While the art dept. can always offer help, it should be noted that portfolio preparation is a very specialised 

and competitive area.  It is therefore strongly recommended that pupils should take advantage of any locally 

available workshops and courses in order to get further input and advice. (Please ask for information on cours-

es available in Ullapool).  Portfolio preparation in school would have to be negotiated on an individual basis and 

would involve the pupil working for at least 8 periods in the art room on personal study and research.  A studio

-like space can be provided within the Art Dept. 

 

Portfolio requirements must be identified early in the session as it takes at least 3 terms work to pro-

duce the appropriate body of evidence for college/university.  It also requires a high level of motivation 

and commitment to the subject. 



 
 
 
 
 

Kinlochbervie High School’s Music Department offers Music Courses at five levels – National 3, National 4, 

National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. Emphasis is placed on practical activities and there is considerable 

scope for personalisation and choice through the activities of composing, understanding, performing and 

evaluating music in both individual and group situations. The course is an exciting but challenging one and 

learners should be aware that a high level of commitment will be required to get the best results. Commitment 

to attending extra rehearsals at particular times during the course for the performance element of the 

course is required. 
 

Entry Requirements 

♪ National 5 – Pupils must be able to play 2 instruments at minimum Grade 3 level (there is no maxi-

mum).  

♪  Higher Music – A or B pass at National 5 Music (pupils achieving a C pass in National 5 may ask to be 

considered individually). Pupils must be able to play 2 instruments at minimum Grade 4 level (there is 

no maximum). 

♪ Advanced Higher - Minimum B pass in Higher Music (pupils achieving a C pass in Higher may ask to be 

considered individually). Pupils must be able to play instruments at minimum Grade 5 level (there is no 

maximum).  

The three mandatory units in Music are:  

Performing Skills:  Pupils, with guidance, will experience performing on two different instru-

ments or one instrument  and voice 

 

(1st and 2nd instruments (60%)  and will develop their performing skills on these two instruments through 

performing music from a wide range of styles and cultures, using perfor-

mance directions, musical notation and/or playing by ear. Pupils are encour-

aged and supported to take part in a variety of performances within the 

classroom, the whole school and the community. Live performance is an 

important part of the music course and by taking part in musical perfor-

mances, pupils experience the satisfaction and pride in performing in pub-

lic allowing confidence to grow.  

  

Composing Skills:  Pupils will learn to compose in a variety of different styles, creating their 

own music or arranging and improvising music using a wide range of instru-

ments/voices and different computer technologies. Pupils will become fa-

miliar with the musical elements of melody, rhythm, harmony, timbre and 

structure.  

Understanding Music: Pupils, through listening, will develop knowledge and 

(40%) understanding of music through a wide range of music concepts and 

basic music literacy. Pupils will explore music across a wide range of 

styles and genres including Scottish, Jazz, World Music, Modern, Pop, 

Soul, Classical and will also consider the social and cultural aspects 

that influences these styles of music.  Furthermore, pupils will be able 

to engage in discussions, make informed decisions and express their 

own opinions. 



Assessment 

 
Internal: 

Performing Skills, Composing Skills and Understanding Music are all continually monitored and assessed 

throughout the year: 

 

♪Pupils will take part in on-going classroom assessments for each unit – both oral/written responses and prac-

tical assessments must be passed in order to complete the course.  

♪Performances throughout the year and their compositional work will be continually monitored using Teacher 

Observational Checklists. 

♪Pupils will be responsible for keeping an up-to-date log book on their individual progress. 

♪Pupils understanding of music will be evaluated through the use of questioning techniques, discussion and 

classroom listening tests.  

♪Regular individual teacher and pupil meetings will provide meaningful feedback and target/goal setting  

opportunities. 

♪Pupils will be responsible for maintaining a high standard portfolio of audio/video recorded performances, 

compositions and listening activities completed within the classroom. 

 

Throughout the year pupils will be encouraged to become confident in peer assessment, self-assessment, devising 

their own targets and taking responsibility for their own musical learning. 

 

External (for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher only):  

♪Understanding Music (40%) -  written listening paper sat in May exam period approx. duration 1 hour. 

♪Performing Skills (60%) – final performance assessed by a visiting SQA examiner between Feb – April. Pupils 

will have to prepare and perform a programme of music ofboth their instruments/voice: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♪ Nat 3 – 5: minimum of 2 minutes on at least one of two chosen instruments 

♪ Higher: minimum of 4 minutes on both instruments  

 

 

Performing Skills on One Instrument or Voice Unit 

 
For pupils who would like to specifically concentrate and develop their skills on ONE particular Instrument or 

Voice this Unit has been particularly designed to do so. This Unit is covered through all levels from National 3 – 

Advanced Higher and pupils will be awarded with a Completed Unit within Music Performing. This unit not only al-

lows pupils time to develop their performing skills on their ONE chosen Instrument or Voice but also allows pupils 

self-motivation and confidence to grow too.  

  Instrument 1 Instrument 2 Total Time % 

National 3 Total of 8 minutes 8 MINUTES 60% 

National 4 Total of 8 minutes 8 MINUTES 60% 

National 5 Total of 8 minutes 8 MINUTES 60% 

Higher Total of 12 minutes (at least 4 

minutes on each instrument) 

12 MINUTES 60% 

Advanced Higher 15 MINUTES 10 MINUTES 25 MINUTES 60% 



Homework 

 
Pupils are required to practise their instruments and consolidate listening concepts out with class time on a 

regular basis, allowing them to become responsible for their own learning.  

 

Pupils will also be given music literacy, concept and analysis/research homework on a regularly weekly or 

fortnightly basis. Most composition work will be completed within class time, but sometimes tasks begun in 

class will need to be developed and completed at home. 

 
How you can help? 

 
Your support in doing the following will help your child become more skilled and successful in Music: 

♪ Encourage your child to practise regularly (we recommend 30 – 60 minutes a day across both instru-

ment for 5 out of 7 days). 

♪Encourage your child to perform for you as often as possible. 

♪Encourage your child to listen to a variety of different styles of music by going to concerts or listen-

ing to broadcasts on the radio, television or internet. 

♪Take an interest in the activities your child is engaged in during class, and encourage them to apply 

these skills in their other subjects too.  

♪ Encourage your child to make regular use of the NQ Music Website and Learn Listening Online Web-

site which has valuable resources and online quizzes to help with the Understanding Music element 

of the Music courses.  

 

Why choose Music? 

 

Music is all around you – on TV, Radio, computer games, Apps for your computer or iPhone, in shops; you 

probably listen to music on you iPod, CD player or iPhone; you may already make your own music or play a 

musical instrument. Studying music will not only broaden your musical experiences and knowledge but will 

also improve your confidence and performing skills on at least one/two musical instruments; and will also 

prepare you for work or further education by giving you the opportunity to work independently and take 

responsibility for your own learning.  

 

Music is not just a useful subject to choose for a career in Music, although there are a wide variety of ca-

reers available for which music is essential or very useful: Secondary/Primary Teaching, Music Therapy, 

Performing, Instrumental Instruction, Recording Industry, Media, Arts Administration, Armed Services. 

Music has also been proven to enhance learning skills, develop critical thinking skills and boost confidence 

and social skills. Furthermore the practice required to develop your performance skills promotes persever-

ance and self-motivation as well as teaching pupils how to learn.  

Personal Qualities Developed in Music 

 

 

Skills developed Personal qualities developed 

Increasing musical performing skills Self-management 

Increased knowledge of musical concepts & 

literacy 

Confidence 

Learners ability to reflect on their own musi-

cal development 

Critical thinking 

Applying compositional techniques Decision making 



Skills Achieved Through Music 

 

 

Skills for Learning Skills for Work Skills for Life 

Self-management Performance Working with others 

Target setting Meeting Targets Developing self confidence 

Using a range of resources Analysing Expressing ideas/emotions 

Preparation Evaluating Presenting 

Progression 

 
National 3 – National 5 offer excellent preparation and development for the more advanced Music courses such as 

Higher and Advanced Higher where a higher standard of performing, composing and understanding of music is 

needed to succeed.  

 

Pupil’s individual progress will depend on their attainment within the music course. Some pupils may start National 

Levels at National 3, whereas others may start at National 4 or National 5 level. Each pupil will follow the course 

which allows them to achieve the best that they possibly can. 

 

Further education in Music could develop to a University degree, HND or HNC College music courses and also oth-

er degree and higher education course which consider Higher Music as a general entry qualification.  

 

The Music Department and the team of instrumental teachers look forward to welcoming hard working and dedi-

cated pupils into these exciting courses. 



Health and Food Technology 
 

National 3,National 4 and National 5 

 

Purpose and aims of the Course  

The purpose of these Courses is to allow learners to develop practical and technological skills and knowledge 

and understanding to make informed food and consumer choices.  

 

The Course has six broad and inter-related aims which allow learners to:  

 

develop knowledge of the relationships between health, food and nutrition  

develop knowledge of the functional properties of food  

make informed food and consumer choices  

develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts  

develop organisational and technological skills to make food products  

develop safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation  

 

The Course uses an experiential, practical and problem solving approach to learning and to develop knowledge, 

understanding and practical skills. The Course uses real-life situations taking account of local, cultural and 

media influences and technological innovations. 

Who might these courses appeal to? 

 

These courses will attract learners who have an interest in health, food and consumer issues. They will partic-

ularly appeal to learners who enjoy learning through practical activity and have an ability to link theory to 

practice. The flexible context and breadth of learning experiences offered should be attractive to a variety 

of learners.  

The knowledge and skills developed in the Course prepare learners for decisions required in learning, life and 

work.  

Learners undertaking the Course will focus on health, food and consumer issues and develop practical skills 

that are transferable to a range of contexts, including employment.  

An understanding of dietary needs and awareness of consumer choice and rights encourages individuals to de-

velop positive attitudes and values towards factors which can impact on learners’ own and others’ health and 

food choices.  

The skills developed in this Course allow learners to work both independently and collaboratively. Learners 

should be able to transfer these skills to learning, life and work on completion of the Course.  

 

Recommended entry  

 

National 4 and 5 lead on from the Broad General Education in S1 – 3 and new S4 pupils will follow the level ap-

propriate to their needs. Pupils in S5/6 who have successfully completed Hospitality Intermediate 1 could 

take National 5.  Most other pupils would follow National 4 however it may be appropriate for an individual to 

go straight to National 5.  Please speak to Mrs Munro for further information. 

 

Mandatory Units for National 4 and National 5 

 

Health and Food Technology: Food for Health    

Health and Food Technology: Food Product Development  

Health and Food Technology: Contemporary Food Issues  



Assessment at National 4 and National 5 

Assessment is carried out through demonstration of practical abilities and a knowledge of the theory at the 

appropriate level.  Further information if required is available. 

 

Food for Health 

National 3 

The general aim of this Unit is to encourage learners to develop awareness of the relationship between food, 

health and nutrition. They will develop basic knowledge of dietary needs of individuals at various stages of life 

and outline current dietary advice. Through practical activities, learners develop practical skills for preparing 

basic food products, using safe and hygienic practices, which meet individual needs. 

National 4  

This Unit requires learners to describe the relationship between food, health and nutrition. Learners will 

demonstrate knowledge of dietary needs of individuals at various stages of life and describe current dietary 

advice. Through practical activities, the learner will make food products which meet individual needs.  

National 5 

The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of the relationship between 

food, health and nutrition. Learners will also develop knowledge and understanding of dietary needs for individ-

uals at various stages of life and explain current dietary advice. Through practical activities, the learner will 

produce and reflect on food products which meet individual needs. 

 

Food Product Development  

National 3 

This Unit provides learners with the opportunity to develop knowledge of the stages involved in developing food 

products and understanding of the functional properties of ingredients. Using a problem-solving approach with 

support, learners will make a food product to meet specified needs. Learners will also develop and apply a basic 

knowledge of safe and hygienic food practices and techniques. 

National 4 

This Unit requires learners to provide evidence of knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of 

ingredients in food and their use in developing food products. Learners will demonstrate a basic understanding 

of the stages involved in developing a food product. Through a problem-solving approach, learners will make 

food product(s) to meet specified needs. Learners will apply a basic knowledge and understanding of safe and 

hygienic food practices and techniques.  

National 5 

The general aim of this Unit is to allow learners to develop knowledge and understanding of the functional 

properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing new food products. Learners will develop an under-

standing of the stages involved in developing food products and, through a problem-solving approach, produce 

food products to meet specified needs. Learners will also develop and apply knowledge and understanding of 

safe and hygienic food practices. 

  

Contemporary Food Issues 

National 3 

In this Unit, learners will develop an awareness of consumer food choices. They will consider factors which may 

affect food choices and organisations which protect consumer interests. They will also develop knowledge of 

food labelling and how it helps consumers make informed food choices. Learners will, with support, apply 

knowledge and skills in practical contexts. 

National 4 

This Unit requires learners to demonstrate knowledge of consumer food choices. They will describe factors 

which may affect food choices and develop knowledge of contemporary food issues. They will consider techno-

logical developments in food and organisations which protect consumer interests. They will also demonstrate 

knowledge of food labelling and how it helps consumers make informed food choices. Learners will apply 

knowledge and skills in practical contexts.  



National 5 

The general aim of this Unit is for learners to develop knowledge and understanding of consumer food choices. 

They will explore factors which may affect food choices and develop knowledge and understanding of contem-

porary food issues. They will consider technological developments in food and organisations which protect  

consumer interests. They will also develop knowledge and understanding of food labelling and how it helps  

consumers make informed food choices. Learners will apply knowledge and skills in practical contexts. 

 

Progression in learning and skills from National 5 

This course or its component Units may provide progression to: 

Higher Health and Food Technology Course or relevant component Units 

Other qualifications in health and food technology or related areas including hospitality 

Further study, employment and/or training 

 

Progression from this Course includes opportunities for progression to National 5 Health and Food Technology 

Course, Awards and other SQA qualifications in related fields. 

Career Options 

There are a wide variety of careers including Catering,  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Course Aims 

The main purpose of this Course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills and 

encourage reflection on performance. The Course will enable learners to think about their strengths 

and areas for development, and to develop their awareness of factors that impact on performance. 

This will help them to develop skills and approaches to enhance their own performance. 

 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

participate in physical activities  

develop the ability to safely perform a range of basic movement and performance skills in famil-

iar contexts  

develop an awareness of factors impacting on performance  

develop approaches to enhance personal performance  

monitor, record and reflect on performance during physical activities  

 

Recommended Entry  

Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be ex-

pected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or equiva-

lent qualifications and/or experience:   National 2 Physical Education Course or relevant component 

Units.  Pupils should also be actively attending extra-curricular clubs in order to ensure their physi-

cal fitness is at the correct level. 

 

Course Details 

The Course has two mandatory Units: Performance Skills (practical unit) and Factors Impacting on 

Performance (theory unit). 

 

The assessment of the Units will be as follows:  

 

Performance Skills   

The learner will be required to demonstrate basic movement and performance skills during physical 

activities in familiar contexts, using safe practices. The Unit offers opportunities for personalisation 

and choice in the selection of physical activities used for assessment purposes.  

 

Factors Impacting on Performance  

The learner will be required to demonstrate an awareness of factors that impact on performance. 

The learner will (with support) monitor, record and reflect on performance in physical activities. 

  

Conditions of award  

To achieve the National 3 Physical Education Course, learners must pass both Units. The course is 

marked on a pass/fail basis within the centre. 

 

Progression could be made onto the National 4 PE course or allow for some of the course units to be 

completed.  This is decided in discussion with the teacher. 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION: National 4 

 

Course Aims 

 

The main purpose of the Course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills. The central 

theme of the course is to learn ways to improve   individual performances through monitoring and reflection. 

 

The main aims are to enable the learner to:  

 

 develop the ability to safely perform a range of movement and performance skills in straightforward contexts 

 develop and demonstrate knowledge of factors impacting on performance 

 build capacity to perform effectively 

 develop approaches to enhance personal performance 

monitor, record and reflect on performance development 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Entry to this course is at the discretion of the centre.  The course is suitable for learners who have an enthusi-

asm for developing their fitness and performance skills in different physical activities, and who enjoy learning in 

practical contexts.  Pupils must be involved in extra-curricular sport regularly to ensure their fitness, skills and 

background knowledge is at an appropriate level to pass the course.  Pupils should be also be sitting or have al-

ready passed National 4 English and Maths as literacy and numeracy are essential parts of the coursework they 

will be completing throughout they year. 

 

Course Details 

 

Mandatory Units: 

 

Performance Skills – Passes in 2 practical activities throughout the year  

Factors Impacting on Performance – A written assessment to be completed throughout the year 

Added value – A one-off performance in a competitive/demanding situation in one activity.   

 

To achieve National 4 learners must pass all 3 units which are internally assessed and externally verified by SQA. 

 

Progression 

 

Progression can generally be made on to National 5 or Higher PE but this decision will depend on the progress of 

the pupil throughout National 4 and in discussion with the class teacher about what the most suitable progression 

is. 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  National 5 

Course Aims 

The main purpose of the Course is to improve and demonstrate movement and performance skills in 

physical activities by learning ways in which to do so. 

 

The main aims are to enable the learner to:  

 

 develop the ability to perform a range of movement and performance skills in straightforward and 

challenging contexts 

 develop and demonstrate knowledge of factors impacting on performance 

 develop ways to enhance personal performance 

monitor, record and reflect on performance development 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Entry is at the discretion of the centre.  Pupils must be actively involved in extra-curricular sport to 

ensure their fitness, skills and knowledge is at an appropriate level. Pupils could progress from National 

4 PE.  They should also be sitting or have passed National 5 English and Maths as literacy and numeracy 

are vital elements of the National 5 PE course.  Written and practical work is of equal weighing and will 

be completed throughout the year in class and at home. 

 

Course Details 

 

Units 

Performance Skills – Passes in 2 different sports/activities 

Factors Impacting on Performance - A written assessment task in class 

Both units are internally assessed. 

 

Course Assessment  

A one-off competitive performance in one sport with written elements – internally assessed - 60 marks 

 

Portfoilo – completed in class and graded by SQA - 40 marks 

 

To gain a National 5 award the learner must pass both units as well as both Course assessments. The 

combined marks from the course assessments will decide which grade a pupil receives (A-D) 

 

Progression 

 

Progression can follow to Higher PE but this decision will be made on an individual basis in discussion 

with the teacher based on each pupil’s ability and prior achievements in the subject. 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  HIGHER 

Purpose 

 

This course will give learners the opportunity to develop and enhance movement and performance skills 

and to develop and apply knowledge and understanding to the analysis and evaluation of performance in 

physical activities.  

 

The main aims of the Course are to enable the learner to:  

 develop a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and performance skills, and demon-

strate them safely and effectively across a range of challenging contexts 

 select and apply skills and make informed decisions to effectively perform in physical activities 

 analyse factors that impact on performance 

 understand how skills, techniques and strategies combine to produce an effective performance 

analyse and evaluate performance to enhance personal effectiveness 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Entry is at the discretion of the centre.  Pupils must be actively involved in extra-curricular sport to 

ensure their fitness, skills and knowledge is at an appropriate level. Pupils could progress from National 

4/5 PE depending on prior achievement.  They should also be sitting or have passed Higher English as 

there are significant literacy elements to the course.  Written and practical work is of equal weighing 

and will be completed throughout the year in class and at home. 

 

Course Details 

 

Units 

Performance Skills – Passes in 2 different sports/activities 

Factors Impacting on Performance - A written assessment task in class 

Both units are internally assessed. 

 

Course Assessment  

A one-off competitive performance in one sport with written elements– internally assessed - worth 

60%  

Exam – 4 questions lasting 1hr 30 minutes – graded by SQA - worth 40%  

 

To gain a Higher award the learner must pass both Units as well as both Course assessments. The com-

bined marks from the course assessments will determine the final grade (A-D) 

 

Progression:  Progression could be made onto HNC/HND/Degree courses in physical education/sport or 

onto employment in the physical education/fitness/health/dance industries. 



English: National 4 

 

Purpose 

The main purpose of the course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of listening, 

talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use language. 

As learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily, apply knowledge of 

language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to undertake new and more challenging tasks in a 

variety of situations. 

The course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In particular, the course 

aims to enable learners to develop the ability to: 

*listen, talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

*understand and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in the contexts of literature, language 

and media 

*create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

*plan and research, integrating and applying skills as appropriate 

*apply knowledge of language 

Course Details 

Four mandatory units 

English:  Analysis and Evaluation-listening and reading, analysing and evaluating 

English:  Creation and Production-talking and writing, technical accuracy in written texts 

 Literacy:  reading, writing, listening and talking skills for learning, life and work  

Added Value Unit:  application of language skills to investigating and reporting on a chosen topic. 

To achieve National 4 English, learners must pass all of the required units.  These are not graded but are Pass/

Fail. 

All units are internally assessed to SQA standards. 



English: National 5 

Purpose 

The main purpose of the course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of listening, 

talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use the language. 

As learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily, apply knowledge of 

language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to undertake new and more challenging tasks in 

a variety of situations. 

Building on literacy skills, the Course develops understanding of the complexities of language, including through 

the study of a wide range of texts.  The Course develops high levels of analytical thinking and understanding of 

the impact of language. 

The course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills.  In particular, the Course 

aims to enable learners to: 

*listen, talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context. 

*understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in the 

contexts of literature, language and media 

*create and produce texts as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

*apply knowledge and understanding of language 

 

Entry 

The Course provides opportunities for learners to build on prior learning experienced in a broad general educa-

tion or in English qualifications at a lower SCQF level. 

National 5 offers learners the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in the contexts of literature, lan-

guage and media. 

The Course provides opportunities for vertical and lateral progression to National Courses and to other SQA 

Courses in English and related fields. 

Mandatory Skills 

These include knowledge of language, grammar, syntax, conventions of written language and critical terminology. 

Structure 

English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 5) 

Listening and reading skills, understanding, analysis and evaluation. Texts studied must include Scottish texts. 

English: Creation and Production (National 5) 

Talking and writing skills in a range of contexts.  Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce de-

tailed texts in both written and oral forms. 

The Course enables learners to communicate, be critical thinkers, develop cultural  awareness and be creative 

 



Assessment 

To gain the award of the Course the learner must pass the Units as well as the Course Assessment. 

The Course will include an added value unit which will focus on challenge and application.  This will be internal-

ly assessed along with the units according to SQA standards.  

External examination will take the form of a portfolio of writing, and a question paper on reading. This will 

include an unseen passage, with questions, and critical essays.  Learners will answer at least one question on a 

Scottish text. 

The Course Assessment is graded A-D and is externally marked by the SQA. 

The total marks are assigned as follows- 

30% for Folio 

30% for Reading 

40% for Critical Analysis, two essays- including one essay on a Scottish text from a specified list. 



English: Higher 
 
Purpose 

 

The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to continue to study and practise language 

in different forms, thereby experiencing, reflecting on, analysing and developing the components of communica-

tive competence.  Communicative competence is closely related to intellectual growth and both can be advanced 

through purposeful reading, writing, talking and listening.  Students will pursue study of units to gain qualifica-

tions for further study within and beyond the framework, for employment or for personal satisfaction.  In this 

way, students will develop skills which are applicable in a wide range of personal, social, vocational and educa-

tional contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

Students are expected to have successfully completed Intermediate 2.  

 

Course Details      

 

Language Study   
The Language Study unit focuses on writing of different kinds and on reading for writing.  Students will read 

and learn about a wide variety of complex texts whose purposes are informative, expressive and creative/

imaginative.  A high level of reading skill will be required as texts are studied and analysed for information, for 

meaning and as models of writing. 

Students will submit a folio of their best writing in two of the above categories to SQA for assessment.  This 

forms 20% of the overall mark.  Pupils need to testify to the fact it is all their own work. 

 

Literary Study   
The Literary Study unit focuses on the reading of literature and on responding critically to that reading.  Stu-

dents will read and learn about a variety of literary texts of recognised quality.  The skills and concepts ac-

quired and developed will enable students to respond in different ways to texts which have been studied by the 

class, group or individual and to texts which are unseen.  The texts which are studied will be drawn from at 

least three of the four genres - prose fiction, poetry, drama and mass media - and there is a requirement that 

one of these texts will be Scottish. 

 

Assessment 

There will be a combination of internal and external assessment.  To gain the award, the student must pass in 

all the units as well as the external exam - a 1 hour 45 minute Close Reading paper and a 1 hour 30 minute Criti-

cal Essay paper each of which is worth 40% of the overall mark. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be on a regular basis and will cover all the skills.  Students may expect two or three pieces of 

written homework per week plus independent reading/study. 

 

Progression 

• Advanced Higher English (or units at Advanced Higher)  

• HNC, HND and degree courses in Arts & Social Sciences  

• Employment in careers related to Arts & Social Sciences. 



English: Advanced Higher 
 

Purpose 

 

The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply critical, analytical and evalu-

ative skills to a wide range of complex and sophisticated texts from different genres. Learners will develop so-

phisticated writing skills, responding to the way structure, form and language shape the overall meaning of texts.  

 

The Course provides personalisation and choice for learners by allowing them to choose to develop skills in dif-

ferent types of writing, and by developing their awareness of the relationship between text and context in the 

analysis and evaluation of literary texts. 

 

The Course aims to provide opportunities for learners to develop the ability to:  

critically analyse and evaluate a wide range of complex and sophisticated literary texts, as appropriate to 

purpose and audience  

apply critical, investigative and analytical skills to a literary topic of personal interest  

create a range of complex and sophisticated texts, as appropriate to different purposes and audiences  

apply knowledge and understanding of complex language in a wide range of contexts and use creative and 

critical thinking to synthesise ideas and arguments. The Course also develops high levels of analytical 

thinking and understanding of the impact of language. 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Higher English B Grade. 

 

Course Details  

  

The Course is made up of two mandatory Units. The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the 

opportunity to apply analytical and evaluative skills to a wide range of literary texts. Learners interpret complex 

literary forms, produce sophisticated language and develop the skills outlined in the Units.  

 

Units are statements of standards for assessment and not programmes of learning and teaching. They can be 

delivered in a number of ways.  

 

 

English: Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts (Advanced Higher)  

 

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with opportunities to develop skills in the analysis and evaluation 

of a wide range of complex and sophisticated literary texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience.  

 

English: Creation and Production (Advanced Higher)  

 

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with opportunities to create a range of complex and sophisticat-

ed texts, as appropriate to different purposes and audiences. 

 

Progression 

University degree courses in any subject. 

College courses in any subject; HNC, HND in Arts and Social Sciences. Some colleges may give exemptions in 

their first year courses for students with an Advanced Higher. 

Employment in careers related to Arts and Social Sciences. 

Professional writing. 



French: National 4 

 

Aim 

This course offers learners opportunities to develop a wide range of language skills.  

In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to: 

read, listen, talk and write in French 

understand and use French, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

apply knowledge of the French language 

 

Course details 

The course book is Métro pour l’Écosse specially written for pupils studying for Scottish exams.  This will be 

supplemented by a wide variety other material and supported by work online.  There will also be an emphasis on 

the culture of France. 

The National 4 course consists of 3 units as follows: 

Understanding Language 

Using Language 

Assignment (investigation and report on a chosen topic in French) 

 

Assessment 

All units are internally assessed. To get the overall award pupils must pass all unit assessments. 

 

Progression 

All pupils gaining a National 4 pass could progress to National 5 and then to Higher. 

There are many university courses now available which combine languages with other fields of study e.g. lan-

guages/engineering, languages/computing, languages/sciences, languages/law, languages/business studies, lan-

guages/music. Languages are viewed as a desirable, even essential skill by many employers. Having one or more 

foreign language makes the possibility of working abroad much more accessible and increases job prospects at 

home. 



French/German:  National 5 

Aim 

These courses offer learners the opportunity to develop and extend a wide range of language skills. In particu-

lar, the courses aim to enable learners to develop the ability to: 

read, listen, talk and write in French/German at the appropriate level 

understand and use French/German, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

apply knowledge and understanding of the French/German language 

 

Course details 

The course book is Métro pour l’Écosse/LOGO Rot specially written for pupils studying for Scottish exams.  This 

will be  

supplemented by a wide variety of other material and supported by work online and at home.  There will also be 

an emphasis on the culture of France/Germany and the courses also allow time for the study of French/German 

literature/films. 

The National 5 course consists of 3 units as follows: 

Understanding Language 

Using Language 

Added value unit (course assessment)  

 

Assessment 

The Understanding Language and Using Language units will be assessed internally. The added value unit will be 

externally assessed, except for the performance (spoken presentation and conversation in French/German) 

which will be internally assessed. To achieve the overall award pupils must pass all units. 

 

Progression 

All pupils gaining a National 5 pass could progress to Higher. 

 

 

There are many university courses now available which combine languages with other fields of study e.g. lan-

guages/engineering, languages/computing, languages/sciences, languages/law, languages/business studies. Lan-

guages are viewed as a desirable, even essential skill by many employers. Having one or more foreign language 

makes the possibility of working abroad much more accessible and increases job prospects at home. 



French:  Higher for CfE 

 

Aim 

The new Higher course offers learners the opportunity to develop and extend a wide range of language and com-

munication skills.  In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to: 

read, listen, speak and write in French at an advanced level 

understand and use French, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

apply knowledge and understanding of the French language 

 

Course details 

The course material comprises Higher French course notes, Élan 1, Higher Still French Course  

(Highland version) and Scholar, specially written for pupils studying for the new Scottish Higher French exam.  

This will be supplemented by a wide variety of other material, including work online and at home.  There will also 

be an emphasis on the culture of France and you will have the opportunity to study French films, literature and 

music. 

The Higher course consists of 3 units as follows: 

Understanding Language 

Using Language 

Added Value Unit (course assessment) 

 

Assessment 

The Understanding Language and Using Language units will be assessed internally. The Added Value Unit will be 

externally assessed, except for the performance (a spoken presentation and conversation in French) which will 

be internally assessed. To achieve the overall award pupils must pass all units. 

 

Progression 

All pupils gaining a Higher pass at A or B could progress to Advanced Higher. 

 

There are many university courses now available which combine languages with other fields of study e.g. lan-

guages/engineering, languages/computing, languages/sciences, languages/law, languages/business studies, lan-

guages/music. Languages are viewed as a desirable, even essential skill by many employers. Having one or more 

foreign language makes the possibility of working abroad much more accessible and increases job prospects at 

home. 



Why take a language? 

 

 

Do you want to be…     a flight attendant?  

 

a waitress?                            a teacher?  

  

  an interpreter?            

 

 

or an MSP? 

 

 
 

 

Whichever career you hope to pursue you will need to be a confident and able communicator.  

Knowing a foreign language will help!  The new National 4/5 courses in French and German 

will give you a much deeper insight into another culture and the opportunity to improve your 

own understanding of a foreign language.  You will also have the opportunity to travel abroad 

and take part in a cultural exchange.  



Mathematics: National 3 Life Skills Mathematics 

 

Purpose 

 

This course will help learners to become numerate, to make sense of the world around them and to function re-

sponsibly and independently in everyday life. 

 

Recommended Entry 

Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be expected to have 

attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or equivalent qualifications and/or ex-

perience:  

 

National 2 Life Skills Mathematics Course  

 

In terms of prior learning and experience, relevant experiences and outcomes may also provide an  

appropriate basis for doing this Course. 

 

Course Details 

 

The Course includes the freestanding Unit in Numeracy at SCQF level 3.  

Units are statements of standards for assessment and not programmes of learning and teaching. They can be 

delivered in a number of ways.  

 

Life Skills Mathematics: Manage Money and Data (National 3)  

The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathemat-

ics and numeracy to manage money and data in real-life contexts. Learners will build on their mathematical and 

numerical skills to determine factors affecting income and expenditure, budgeting and saving. Learners will also 

organise, present and interpret data based on real-life contexts.  

 

Life Skills Mathematics: Shape, Space and Measures (National 3)  

The general aims of this Unit is to enable learners to apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of shape, 

space and measures in real-life contexts. Learners will build on their mathematical and numerical skills by using 

measures and elementary geometry to tackle real-life situations.  

 

Numeracy (National 3)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve simple, real-

life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will use 

their knowledge of number processes, information handling and probability to make informed decisions. 

 

Assessment 

To achieve the National 3 Life Skills Mathematics Course, learners must pass all of the required Units.  

 



Life Skills Mathematics: Manage Money and Data (National 3)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

manage money in basic real-life contexts  

manage data in basic real-life contexts  

 

Life Skills Mathematics: Shape, Space and Measures (National 3)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use shape and space in basic real-life contexts  

use measures in basic real-life contexts  

 

Numeracy (National 3)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use numerical skills to solve simple, real-life problems involving money/time/ measurement  

interpret graphical data and situations involving probability to solve simple, real-life problems  

involving money/time/measurement  

 

Progression 

This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  

other qualifications in mathematics or related areas  

further study, employment and/or training  



Mathematics: National 4 Life Skills Mathematics  

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the National 4 Life Skills Mathematics Course is to motivate and challenge learners by enabling 

them to think through real-life situations involving mathematics and to form a plan of action based on logic.  

The Course develops confidence in being able to handle mathematical processes and information in a range of 

real-life contexts. The Course also enables learners to make informed decisions based on data presented in a 

variety of forms.  

The mathematical skills within this Course are underpinned by numeracy and are designed to develop learners’ 

skills in mathematical reasoning relevant to learning, life and work.  

The Course aims to:  

motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical skills to tackle straightfor-

ward real-life problems or situations  

develop the ability to interpret straightforward real-life problems or situations involving mathematics  

develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards the use of mathematics in straightforward 

real-life situations  

apply mathematical operational skills with an appropriate degree of accuracy  

use mathematical reasoning skills to assess risk, draw conclusions and explain decisions  

communicate mathematical information in an appropriate way  

 

Recommended Entry 

The Course would be suitable for learners who have experienced breadth and depth of learning across the Math-

ematics experiences and outcomes, or who have attained the National 3 Life Skills Mathematics Course or have 

an equivalent qualification or experience. 

 

Course Details 

 

This course has 4 units:  

Life Skills Mathematics: Managing Finance and Statistics (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas and strategies that 

can be applied to managing finance and statistics in straightforward real-life contexts. This includes using skills 

in budgeting as well as skills in organising and presenting data, to explain solutions and/or draw conclusions. The 

Outcomes cover aspects of finance and statistics in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.  

 

Life Skills Mathematics: Geometry and Measures (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas and strategies that 

can be applied to geometry and measurement in straightforward real-life contexts. This includes using skills in 

interpreting and in using shape, space and measures to determine and explain solutions. The Outcomes cover as-

pects of geometry and measurement in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.  

 

Numeracy (National 4)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use numerical skills to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving money/time/measurement  

interpret graphical data and situations involving probability to solve straightforward real-life problems involving 

money/time/measurement  



Added Value Unit  

Courses from National 4 to Advanced Higher include assessment of added value. At National 4, added value will 

be assessed in an Added Value Unit. The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the Course 

as defined in the Course Rationale. It will do this by addressing one or more of breadth, challenge or application.  

In National 4 Life Skills Mathematics Course, the Added Value Unit will focus on  

breadth  

application  

The learner will draw on and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. This will be assessed through a 

test, which will offer opportunities to demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills  

acquired from across the component Units of the Course in new real-life situations. As an aid to meeting these 

aims, skills in using a calculator will be developed and a calculator will be permitted in part of the test. 

 

Progression 

 

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:  

National 5 Life Skills Mathematics Course  

Numeracy (National 5) Unit  

Core Skills Numeracy Unit (SCQF level 5)  



Mathematics: National 4 Mathematics 

 

Purpose 

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us and to manage our 

lives.  

Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and make connections and informed predictions. It 

equips us with the skills we need to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk and 

make informed decisions.  

The Course aims to:  

motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply straightforward mathematical skills in a 

variety of mathematical and real-life situations  

develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics  

enable the use of numerical data and abstract terms and develop the idea of generalisation  

allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills which are vital 

to scientific and technological research and development  

develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore straightforward mathematical ideas  

develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way  

 

Recommended Entry 

The Course would be suitable for learners who have experienced breadth and depth of learning across mathemat-

ics experiences and outcomes, or who have attained the National 3 Life Skills Mathematics Course, or have equiv-

alent qualification or experience. 

 

Course Details 

This course has 4 units: 

Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical expressions and formulae. 

These include the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formu-

lae. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, statistics and reasoning.  

 

Mathematics: Relationships (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical relationships. These in-

clude solving equations, understanding graphs and working with trigonometric ratios. The Outcomes cover aspects 

of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, statistics and reasoning.  

 

Numeracy (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve straightfor-

ward, real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. As learners tackle real-life problems, 

they will decide what numeracy skills to use and how to apply these skills to an appropriate level of accuracy. 

Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to identify 

solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving money, time and measurement. Learners will use their 

solutions to make and explain decisions.  



Mathematics Test (National 4)  

This is the Added Value Unit of the National 4 Mathematics Course. The general aim of this Unit is to enable 

the learner to provide evidence of added value for the National 4 Mathematics Course through the successful 

completion of a test which will allow the learner to demonstrate breadth and challenge.  

Breadth and challenge will be demonstrated through the use and integration of mathematical ideas and strate-

gies linked to straightforward mathematical expressions, formulae and relationships. This will include the appli-

cation of algebraic, geometric, trigonometric, statistical and reasoning skills. Numerical skills underpin all as-

pects of the Course, and the ability to use these without the aid of a calculator will also be assessed. 

 

Assessment and Certification 

To achieve the National 4 Mathematics Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the Add-

ed Value Unit. 

The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows: 
 

Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 4)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use mathematical operational skills linked to expressions and formulae  

use mathematical reasoning skills linked to expressions and formulae  
 

Mathematics: Relationships (National 4)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use mathematical operational skills linked to relationships  

use mathematical reasoning skills linked to relationships  
 

Numeracy (National 4)  

Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:  

use numerical skills to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving money/time/measurement  

interpret graphical data and situations involving probability to solve straightforward real-life problems involv-

ing money/time/measurement  
 

Added Value Unit  

Courses from National 4 to Advanced Higher include assessment of added value. At National 4, added value will 

be assessed in an Added Value Unit. The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the 

Course, as defined in the Course rationale. It will do this by addressing one or more of breadth, challenge or 

application.  

In the National 4 Mathematics Course, the Added Value Unit will focus on:  

 breadth  

 challenge  
 

The learner will draw on and apply the skills they have learned across the other three Units. This will be as-

sessed through a test, which will offer opportunities to demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills ac-

quired from across the Units of the Course, sometimes in integrated ways. As an aid to meeting these aims, 

skills in using a calculator will be developed and a calculator will be permitted in part of the test. 

 

Progression 

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:  

National 5 Mathematics  

National 5 Life Skills Mathematics  

Numeracy (National 5) Unit  
 

Mathematics has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could support  

progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support progression into Skills for Work 

Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate Group Awards, and employment. 



Mathematics: National 5 Mathematics 

Purpose 

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us and to manage our 

lives.  

Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and make connections and informed predictions. It 

equips us with the skills we need to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk 

and make informed decisions.  

The Course aims to:  

 

motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical techniques in a variety of 

mathematical and real-life situations  

develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics  

develop skills in manipulation of abstract terms in order to solve problems and to generalise  

allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills which are vital 

to scientific and technological research and development  

develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore mathematical ideas  

develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable  

 

Recommended Entry 

This would be a suitable Course for all learners who have experienced breadth and depth of learning across 

Mathematics experiences and outcomes, or who have attained the National 4 Mathematics Course, or who 

have equivalent qualification or experience. It would be suitable for learners who can respond to challenging 

situations and who can apply what they have learned in new and unfamiliar situations.  

 

Course Details 

This course has 3 units: 

Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 5)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and formulae. These include 

the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae. The Out-

comes cover aspects of number, algebra, geometry and reasoning.  

 

Mathematics: Relationships (National 5)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These include solving and 

manipulating equations, working with graphs and carrying out calculations on the lengths and angles of shapes. 

The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and reasoning.  

 

Mathematics: Applications (National 5)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These include using trigo-

nometry, geometry, number processes and statistics within real-life contexts. The Outcomes cover aspects of 

these skills and also skills in reasoning.  



Assessment and Certification 

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course assessment which 

is an external exam and will be graded A – D 

 

The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows.  

 

Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 5)  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

use mathematical operational skills linked to expressions and formulae  

use mathematical reasoning skills linked to expressions and formulae  

 

Mathematics: Relationships (National 5)  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

use mathematical operational skills linked to relationships  

use mathematical reasoning skills linked to relationships  

 

Mathematics: Applications (National 5)  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

use mathematical operational skills linked to applications  

use mathematical reasoning skills linked to applications  

 

Added Value: 

In this Course, added value will focus on:  

breadth  

challenge  

application  

 

The learner will draw on and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. This will be assessed within a 

question paper2, requiring application of the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired from across the Units of 

the Course, sometimes in integrated ways. As an aid to meeting these aims, skills in using a calculator will be de-

veloped and a calculator will be permitted in part of the question paper.  

 

Progression 

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:  

Higher Mathematics  

 

Elements of this Course can contribute to the Numeracy Unit available at SCQF level 5.  

Mathematics has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course support progression in 

this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support progression into Skills for Work Courses, National 

Progression Awards, National Certificate Group Awards, and employment.  



Mathematics: Higher  
 

Purpose 

 

The aim of this course is to extend students’ mathematical learning in the areas of Algebra, Geometry and 

Trigonometry and to introduce students to elementary Calculus.  Mathematics 1, 2 and 3 are progressive units. 

 

Recommended Entry 

 

Students should have attained a good pass at Intermediate 2. 

 

Course Details 

 

The course is divided into three units of equal length. 

 

Mathematics: Expressions and  Functions (Higher)  

 The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations and 

 to introduce both differential calculus and integral calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, 

 trigonometry, calculus and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

 

1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to relationships and calculus  

2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to relationships and calculus  
 

Mathematics: Relationships and Calculus (Higher)  

 

 The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of expressions, 

the use of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. The Outcomes cover aspects  

of algebra, geometry and trigonometry and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

 

1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to expressions and functions  

2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to expressions and functions  

 

Mathematics: Applications (Higher)  

 

 The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric applications, applica-

tions of sequences and applications of calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, 

and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  

1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to applications  

2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to applications  



Assessment and Certification 

 

At the end of each unit a grade C level NAB test must be passed.  If appropriate, a harder test to challenge at A 

and B grades is also set.  Students sit the end of course Higher Mathematics examination that has three levels of 

pass: A (70% and above), B (60-69%) and C (50-59%).  All students who pass the unit assessments will receive 

credit for these on their certificate. 

 

 

 

Progression 

 

Students who achieve Higher Mathematics may progress to: 

Advanced Higher Mathematic. 

A wide range of employment and training opportunities. 

It is required by many University degrees.  Less obvious subjects include Forensic Chemistry, Environmental 

Health, Management Science, Pharmacy, Sports and Exercise Science and Product Design. 

 



Biology : National 3 

 

Aims 

This course has been designed to develop learner’s interest and knowledge and enthusiasm of the living 

world through its application in society and the environment. It is designed to encourage scientific enquiry, 

investigative skills and problem solving in a range of biological contexts.  

 

Course Details 

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Cell Biology 

 

What do cells look like? How do microbes grow? What is a DNA database? This unit practically examines 

some of the industries, such a brewing and baking that uses micro-organisms. Students are encouraged to 

investigate some controversial issues such as rights of paternity in the light of new testing procedures. 

 

Multicellular Organisms 

 

This unit looks in detail at the human body and how we measure and ensure a healthy lifestyle. Students 

have the chance to use many practical techniques to measure their own health. They then look at and com-

pare various health campaigns. Finally they carry out research into vaccination programmes and assess the 

risks and benefits of these. 

 

Life on Earth 

 

Why can camels live in the desert? What plants and animals live in Loch In-

nis? This very practical unit examines the environment around us and how we 

can measure man’s impact. We then explore other habitats and the foodwebs 

and adaptations that occur to allow life in some of the harshest parts of our 

planet. 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 3 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three units. Whilst there is 

no external exam there will be unit assessments covering mandatory skills, knowledge and understanding. A 

portfolio of evidence will also be built up over the year. 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 3 are likely to progress to National 4 in Biology or National 3 or 4 in another sci-

ence. 

Biology also develops many skills important in life such as numeracy, literacy, working with others and the 

ability to contribute too many of the controversial debates that affect our society today. 



Biology : National 4 

 

Aims 

This course has been designed to develop learner’s interest and knowledge of the living world through its ap-

plication in society and the environment. It is designed to encourage scientific enquiry, investigative skills and 

problem solving in a range of biological contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

National 3 science or a firm understanding of biology concepts covered at level 3 during S1-3. 

  

Course Details 

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Cell Biology 

Students will build on previous experiences and study the structure and function of a variety of cells including 

how these might be used therapeutically. The role played by DNA, genes and chromosomes in variation. Carry 

out experiments into the properties of enzymes and micro-organisms and their use in industry and investigate 

the core processes of respiration and photosynthesis. 

 

Multicellular Organisms 

This unit examines how the cells and their processes work together in the whole organism. This involves exam-

ining the growth and development of plants and animals, comparison of methods of reproduction and the 

maintenance of stable internal environments given external changes. 

 

Life on Earth 

The previous two units are now expanded into the wider environment with a study of the interdependence of 

plants, animals and their surroundings. Students will examine the effects of humans on the environment and 

how we adapt it for our own use. This also includes research into how animals learn and adapt their behaviour 

for survival.   

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 4 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three units. Whilst there is no 

external exam there will be unit assessments covering mandatory skills, knowledge and understanding. There is 

also a ‘Value Added’ assignment based around researching a topic of the student’s choice from one of the 

units.  

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 4 are likely to progress to National 5 in Biology or National 4 or 5 in another sci-

ence or Intermediate 2 Laboratory Science. 

Possible careers include the obvious such as medicine, physiotherapist or botanist and also the less obvious 

like zoo keeper, animal trainer and crime scene investigator. 

Biology also develops many skills important in life such as numeracy, literacy, working with others and the abil-

ity to contribute to many of the controversial debates that affect our society today. 



Biology : National 5 

Aims 

This course has been designed to develop learner’s interest and knowledge of the living world through its 

application in society and the environment. It is designed to encourage scientific enquiry, investigative skills 

and problem solving in a range of biological contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

National 4 Biology or a firm understanding of biology concepts covered at level 4 during 

 S1-3 and working at National 5 level Numeracy and Literacy. 

  

Course Details 

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Cell Biology 

This unit examines the building block of biology, the cell, its structure, function and replication. Much of the 

theory is investigated through practical models. Students will learn why all humans are different and the 

issues surrounding the development of techniques to extract and identify DNA. Finally we examine the two 

key processes of life – respiration and photosynthesis. 

 

Multicellular Organisms 

Why does our knee jerk? What is pain? What is a heart attack? A few of the many questions examined 

through this unit on the main body systems of nerves, circulation, reproduction and digestion. If you want to 

know how you work then this will start to explore and answer such queries.  

 

Life on Earth 

Starting with the environment around us and then expanding it to cover the whole Earth this unit explores 

the interdependence of man and his surroundings. Students will carry out case studies into environments of 

their choice both through practical work and research. They will follow in Darwin’s footsteps and examine 

variation and the reasons behind it. Finally they will draw the whole course together and debate some of the 

relevant ethical issues that face us today. 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 5 consists of three unit tests which may take the form of questions, reports and a 

portfolio of evidence. An externally set and marked end of course exam worth 80% and an internally set and 

marked research investigation worth 20%. 

 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 5 are likely to progress to Higher Biology or Human Biology or National  5 in an-

other science or Intermediate 2 Laboratory Science. 

Possible careers include the obvious such as medicine, physiotherapist or botanist and also the less obvious 

like zoo keeper, animal trainer and crime scene investigator. 

Biology also develops many skills important in life such as numeracy, literacy, working with others and the 

ability to contribute to many of the controversial debates that affect our society today. 



Biology: Higher 

Purpose 

 

To contribute to the student’s education through the acquisition of biological knowledge and skills, and to provide a general 

basis for further study or employment in areas related to biology.  The course provides a broad-based, integrated study of a 

wide range of biological topics emphasising the importance of biology as an area of fundamental investigative science and as a 

basis of study in a wide range of applied fields.  The course develops an understanding of the way in which biological principles 

can be applied to the issues facing the individual and society and fosters positive attitudes to others and the environment. 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Students would normally be expected to have gained National 5 Biology (or any other National 5 Science course) at B pass or 

above. They will also need to be working at or beyond National 5 Maths. 

 

Course Details 

The course is divided into three units of equal length. 

 

Cell Biology  

Cell structure in relation to function, photosynthesis, energy release, DNA structure and function, synthesis of proteins, cel-

lular response in defence in animals and plants. 

 

Genetics and Adaptation  

Patterns of inheritance, evolution, animal and plant adaptations. 

 

Control and Regulation  

Growth & development control, internal environment control, study of populations. 

 

Assessment  

 

Each unit will be assessed by an end of unit test and one unit with a report of a practical activity.  Assuming all the units are 

passed, Higher Biology will be certificated at four levels: A (70% and above), B (60-69%), C (50-59%) and D (45-49%).  Stu-

dents who fail the exam will receive certification for the unit assessments they pass. 

 

Progression 

 

Students who achieve Higher Biology may progress to: 

• Advanced Higher Biology  

• HNC, HND or degree level study in the Biological Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Physiotherapy, Chiropody, Nursing, 

Veterinary Medicine and Nursing, Agriculture, Radiography, Dietetics  

• Other further and higher education opportunities using the award for specialist or general entry purposes  

• A wide range of employment or training opportunities including biological sciences, health care, agriculture and animal 

work. 

 

Biology also develops a wide range of skills which are useful for any area of employment such as: problem solving, time man-

agement, organisation and teamwork. 



Human Biology: Higher 

Purpose 

 

The course provides a broad-based, integrated study of a range of biological topics.  The 

content considers aspects of biological science which have more immediate relevance for 

the biology of the human species and the influence of humankind on the biological world.  

The study of Higher Human Biology contributes to the candidate’s general and vocational 

education through the acquisition of relevant biological knowledge and. It also contributes 

to the development of the more general attitudes and abilities related to the processes of 

science 

 

Recommended Entry  

 

Students would normally be expected to have gained a National 5 Biology (or any other National 5 Science 

course) at B or above. They would also need Maths and Literacy skills commensurate with this level. 

 

Course Details 

The course is divided into three units of equal length. 

 

Cell Function and Inheritance 

The Role of Enzymes in Cell Metabolism; Protein Synthesis; Energy Transfer; Cell Transport; Cellular Re-

sponse in Defence; Inheritance.    

 

The Continuation of Life 

Reproduction; Development; Transport Mechanisms; Delivery of Materials to Cells; Removal of Materials from 

the Blood; Regulating Mechanisms. 

 

Behaviour, Populations and the Environment 

Nervous System and Memory; Behaviour; Population Growth and the Environment 

 

Assessment  

 

Each unit will be assessed by an end of unit test and one unit with a report of a practical activity.  Assuming 

all the units are passed, Higher Human Biology will be certificated at four levels: A (70% and above), B (60-

69%), C (50-59%) and D (45-49%).  Students who fail the exam will receive certification for the unit assess-

ments they pass. 

 

Progression 

 

Students who achieve Higher Human Biology may progress to: 

• Advanced Higher Biology  

 HNC, HND or degree level study in the Biological Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Physiotherapy,  

 Chiropody, Nursing, Radiography, Dietetics  

 Other further and higher education opportunities using the award for specialist or general entry  

 purposes  

• A wide range of employment or training opportunities including biological sciences, health care, etc. 



Chemistry : National 3 

Aims 

The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in 

a range of contexts. A practical course that helps deepen the students  appreciation of the chemis-

try around them. 

 

Course Details 

 

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Chemical changes and Structure 

 

Why do glow sticks glow? What happens to an egg when we cook it? Why does chocolate melt? These 

are all applications of chemical structure and rates of reactions that will be examined in this unit 

along with practical work making an indicator and making a soda bomb! 

 

Natures Chemistry 

 

Is Scotland a winner in the race for sustainable fuels? Compare different fuels and how much energy 

is released by different foods. Grow plants using fertilizers that are made in class and use plants to 

make dyes and soap. This unit aims to demonstrate the many uses common substances can have. 

 

Chemistry in Society 

 

Students will extract metal from ores, use practical techniques to purify water and examine how 

they can test whether the water is fit to drink. They will then look at the materials used to make 

clothes and compare the properties of different fabrics used to make fabrics. 

 

Assessment 

 

Assessment at National 3 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three units. Whilst 

there is no external exam there will be unit assessments covering mandatory skills, knowledge and 

understanding and a portfolio of evidence will built up over the year. 

 

Progression 

 

Pupils who achieve National 3 may progress to National 4 in chemistry or in another science. Stu-

dents will also gain applied skills in the use of numeracy, literacy and ICT which will enhance their 

learning generally. 



Chemistry : National 4 

 

Aims 

This course has been designed to develop learner’s interest and knowledge of chemistry through its applica-

tion in society and the environment. It is designed to encourage scientific enquiry, investigative skills and 

problem solving in a range of chemistry contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

National 3 Chemistry or other Science subject or a firm understanding of chemistry concepts covered at lev-

el 3 during S1-3. 

  

Course Details 

There are three main areas of study. 

Chemical changes and Structure 

Using active learning ideas students will build an atom from sweets, learn how to predict the structure of at-

oms and how they will bond with one another and carry out practical activities looking at chemical reactions 

and what affects the energy changes involved. They will examine acids in food additives and why apples go 

brown. 

 

Natures Chemistry 

Where do fuels come from? Why do jellybabies scream? And what plant is used to produce aspirin? By exam-

ining natural chemicals students will become aware of the application of this subject to all our lives and in 

fact as part of us.  

 

Chemistry in Society 

This unit focuses on materials around us such as metals, plastics and fertilisers. Students will investigate and 

make many of these materials and look at their properties and uses. On a practical note they will focus on 

some analytical chemistry techniques that are used in laboratories in many industries. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 4 level is based on a pupil's performance in each of the three units. Whilst there is 

no external exam there will be unit assessments covering mandatory skills, knowledge and understanding. 

There is also a ‘Value Added’ assignment based around researching a topic of the student’s choice from one 

of the units.  

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 4 are likely to progress to National 5 or National 4 in another science or Inter-

mediate 2 Laboratory Science. 

Careers include the obvious like medicine, engineering, forensics and laboratory work but also the less obvious 

like water quality control, hairdressing and the oil industries. 

As well as providing a qualification chemistry also develops a wide range of skills from numeracy to science 

communication to problem solving and critical thinking. It is a very creative subject and will enable students 

to express an informed opinion on many of the issues we are faced with today as a society. 

 



Chemistry : National 5 

Aims 

This course has been designed to develop learner’s interest and knowledge of chemistry through its 

application in society and the environment. It is designed to encourage scientific enquiry, investiga-

tive skills and problem solving in a range of chemistry contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

National 4 Chemistry or other Science subject or a firm understanding of chemistry concepts cov-

ered at level 4 during S1-3. 

  

Course Details 

There are three main areas of study. 

 

Chemical changes and Structure 

The periodic table has probably been at the end of every chemistry classroom now students will have 

the chance to use it to guide their understanding of atoms, their structure and bonding and how this 

relates to their reactions. They will carry out a variety of chemical reactions, including acids and ba-

ses and investigate what affects the rate of these reactions. 

 

Natures Chemistry 

Ever wondered why things ‘fizz’ or fireworks explode? By investigating common carbon compounds 

such as ethanol and vinegar students will become familiar with patterns of reactions and how these 

are used in everyday life. This unit is full of smells, colours and burning!  

 

Chemistry in Society 

Everything is made of chemicals including us. This unit explores some of the most familiar, including 

metals, plastics, fertilizers and nuclear materials. It examines how they are made and the benefits 

and costs this has for humans and our environment. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment at National 5 consists of three unit tests which may take the form of questions, reports 

and a portfolio of evidence. An externally set and marked end of course exam worth 80% and an in-

ternally set and marked research investigation worth 20%. 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 5 are likely to progress to Higher Chemistry or National 5 in another  

science or Intermediate 2 Laboratory Science. 

5.8 million people now employed in science-based roles. This is projected to increase to 7.1 million 

people by 2030. Careers include the obvious like medicine, engineering, forensics and laboratory work 

but also the less obvious like water quality control, hairdressing and the oil industries. 

Chemistry also develops a wide range of other skills such as problem solving, time management, en-

quiry, problem solving and accuracy and attention to detail. 

 

 



Chemistry: Higher  

Purpose 

 

The course is designed for students who wish to continue their study of chemistry beyond National 5 and who may wish to 

progress to Advanced Higher or into university or employment.     The Higher Chemistry Course develops learners’ curiosity, 

interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in a range of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed 

throughout the Course, and the relevance of chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of chemistry in eve-

ryday contexts. 

 

Recommended Entry 

Students would normally be expected to have gained a National 5 Chemistry (or any other National 5 Science course) at B 

or above. They would also need Maths and Literacy skills commensurate with this level 

 

Course Details 

The course is divided into two full units and two half units. 

 

Chemistry changes and structure (Half unit) 

Students extend their understanding of the factors that affect whether a reaction proceeds or not and the energy chang-

es associated with it. They use their knowledge of the periodic table to predict the type of bonds and the properties of a 

variety of chemicals. 

 

Researching Chemistry (Half unit) 

This is a practical research topic and which allows the students to investigate a topical issue of interest to them. 

 

Natures Chemistry (Full unit) 

Students will explore the chemistry of food and of everyday consumer products like soaps, detergents, fragrances and 

skincare.  

 

Chemistry in Society (Full unit) 

This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding which allow a chemical process to be taken from the researcher's bench 

through to industrial production. Learners will calculate quantities of reagents and products, percentage yield and the atom 

economy of processes.  

 

Assessment 

Students will need to pass written questions on each of the units as well as practical assessments as they move through the 

course. They also have to complete an investigative assignment which includes both practical and theoretical components, 

this is carried out in school but marked externally and is worth 20 Marks. There is also a final exam testing all areas that is 

worth 100 Marks. 

 

Progression 

 

• to Advanced Higher Chemistry  

• to another Science subject at Higher  

• to degree and HND courses in chemistry and chemistry-related subjects such as environmental science, pharmacy, 

science and chemical engineering  

• to employment including work-based training for SVQ Laboratory Operations. 



Physics: National 3 

 

The National 3 Physics course provides the opportunity to develop 

 a knowledge and understanding of physics, plan and carry out experiments, solve straightforward problems, 

research the  

usefulness of physics in our lives today and communicate the  

findings.  The National 3 course is most valuable for those who  

wish to start focusing on physics having covered more general  

work in Science. 

           

 

Entry requirements 

 

While entry to the course is at the discretion of the school, you would normally be expected to have attained 

the skills, knowledge and understanding required for Science at Curriculum for Excellence level 2 or beyond. 

 

Course Outline 

 

National 3 Physics consists of three Units: 

 

Electricity and Energy including energy supply and demand, heat insulation, practical electrical circuits, domes-

tic electricity and safety  

 

Waves and Radiation including sound and hearing, light and the eye, colour, telescopes, X-rays, radio waves, 

and many uses of waves in medicine and telecommunication 

 

Dynamics and Space including forces, motion, gravity, the Earth and the Solar System 

 

Assessment 

 

To achieve the National 3 Physics qualification it is necessary to pass all three Units.  Performance is not grad-

ed.   

 

Where next? 

 

Successful completion of this course may lead to the study of National 4 Physics or National 4 in another Sci-

ence subject, Skills for Work courses, or a wide range of training and employment opportunities e.g. in con-

struction or the armed services. 



Physics: National 4 

 

The National 4 Physics course provides the opportunity to understand and investigate the world in an enjoyable way.  It 

develops practical skills, basic mathematical skills, and the ability to solve problems in a physics context.   

It helps you to understand scientific advances and participate in topical scientific debate.  The study of physics at this 

level is valuable for a wide range of careers and is good preparation for the National 5 Physics course. 

 

Entry requirements 

 

While entry to the course is at the discretion of the school, you would normally be expected to have attained the follow-

ing: 

 
For pupils entering S4 

 
A high standard of work at Curriculum for Excellence level 3 or beyond, in both Science and Maths, during the Broad 

General Education in S3  

 
For pupils entering S5/6 

 
A pass in Maths at National 3 or National 4  

 

Course Outline 

 

National 4 Physics consists of four Units: 

 
Electricity and Energy including the generation of electricity, power, electromagnetism, practical electrical circuits and 

electronic systems 

 

Waves and Radiation including wave characteristics, sound and nuclear radiation 

 

Dynamics and Space including speed, acceleration, forces, satellites and space exploration 

 
Added Value involving in-depth investigation, drawing on and applying the skills and knowledge developed in the other 

Units  

 

Assessment 

 
To achieve the National 4 Physics qualification it is necessary to pass all four Units.  Performance is not graded.   

 

Where next? 

 
Successful completion of this course may lead to the study of National 5 Physics, or a wide range of training and employ-

ment opportunities in science, health and technical fields, engineering, construction, renewable energy production, manu-

facturing industry or the armed services. 



Physics: National 5 

The National 5 Physics course is designed to develop an interest and enthusiasm for physics.  Experiments are carried out 

to increase knowledge and understanding, maths is used to interpret observations, and the applications of physics and their 

impact on everyday life are investigated.  The course content ranges from the behaviour of tiny particles to our place in 

the universe, and is valuable for a wide range of career paths         

           

Entry requirements 

 

While entry to the course is at the discretion of the school, you would normally be expected to have attained the following: 

 

For pupils entering S4 

 

A high standard of work at Curriculum for Excellence level 4 (or beyond), in both Science and Maths, during the Broad 

General Education in S3  

 

For pupils entering S5/6 

 

A pass in National 4 or 5 Maths 

and    

National 4 Physics or a high standard of work in Science at level 4 (or beyond) in S3   Photo courtesy of IOP  

 

Course Outline 

 

National 5 Physics consists of three Units: 

 

Electricity and Energy including static electricity, electrical circuits, power, heat and pressure 

Waves and Radiation including wave characteristics, light and nuclear radiation 

Dynamics and Space including velocity, acceleration, forces, space exploration and cosmology 

 

Assessment 

 

To achieve the National 5 Physics qualification it is necessary to pass all the Units and the Course Assessment.  The Course 

Assessment takes the form of an assignment (worth 20%) and an end-of-school year question paper (worth 80%).  The as-

signment involves an in-depth study of a physics topic - researching the underlying physics and its impact on society or the 

environment.  Performance in the Course Assessment determines the overall grade A–D.   

 

Where next? 

 

Successful completion of this course may lead to the study of Higher Physics, or a modern apprenticeship or employment in 

a variety of sectors such as science and technology, energy production and distribution, telecommunications, health ser-

vices, engineering, construction, manufacturing, IT and the armed services. 



Physics: Higher  

 

Physics-based industry is a critical element of the Scottish economy.  The employment 

of talented physicists has been driven by high-tech industry and commerce, in sectors 

such as telecommunications, oil, healthcare and financial services.  There are more than 

1000 electronics related companies in Scotland and renewable-energy presents many 

opportunities for physicists and physics-trained engineers.                Photo: Wikimedia commons - Dr Schorsch 

  

 

The Higher Physics course is designed to give a deeper knowledge of Physics and a greater understanding of its 

applications in today’s world.  There is also the opportunity to develop the skills of problem solving, scientific in-

quiry and investigation.  A qualification in Higher Physics is valuable preparation for further study or employment.   

 
Entry requirements 

 

While entry to the course is at the discretion of the school, you would normally be expected to have attained at 

least a grade C pass in both 

National 5 Physics   and   National 5 Maths  

 
 

Course Outline 

 

The course is made up of 2 units and 2 half units.  

 

The Our Dynamic Universe unit includes the study of equations and graphs of motion, forces, energy and power, 

collisions, gravitation, special relativity and the expanding universe. 

 

The Particles and Waves unit includes the study of the standard model of particles and their interactions, nu-

clear reactions, wave-particle duality, light and spectra. 

 

The Electricity half unit involves the study of electrical sources and circuits, energy storage and transfer, and 

semiconductors. 

 

The Researching Physics half unit involves collecting and synthesising information from different sources, plan-

ning and undertaking a practical investigation, analysing results and communicating information related to the 

findings.  Any applications of the physics involved and implications for society or the environment are also consid-

ered. 

 
 



Assessment 

 

To achieve the Higher Physics qualification it is necessary to pass all the units and the Course Assessment.  

The Course Assessment takes the form of an assignment (worth 20%) and an end-of-school year question pa-

per (worth 80%).  The assignment is likely to be based on the work of the Researching Physics half unit.  Per-

formance in the Course Assessment determines the overall grade A–D.  Candidates who fail the exam, or do 

not sit it, will receive certification for the unit assessments they have passed. 

 

Where next? 

Higher Physics makes a useful contribution to the qualifications required for all Science, Maths and Compu-

ting HNC/HND/Degree courses, and also for such varied careers as  

engineering 

medicine and veterinary medicine 

allied health professions e.g. radiography, optometry, pharmacy and physiotherapy 

architecture and construction 

manufacturing 

armed services 

management and consultancy 

Successful completion of the course may lead to studying Advanced Higher Physics or obtaining a Higher Ap-

prenticeship with an employer.  



Physics: Advanced Higher 

The Advanced Higher Physics course builds on Higher Physics to provide challenge for 

those who wish to study at greater depth.  It develops the knowledge, skills and atti-

tudes necessary for studying Physics or Engineering at University, covering work that 

would be part of many first year degree courses in Scotland.       Image Courtesy JPL/NASA  

 

As well as giving a general grounding in Physics at this level, the course allows you to pursue an area of personal 

interest by carrying out your own     

extended Physics practical investigation. 

 

Entry requirements 

 

While entry to the course is at the discretion of the school, you would normally be expected to have attained 

the following: 

 

Higher Physics (at grade A or B)   and   Higher Mathematics (at grade A or B) 

 

Course Outline 

 

The course is made up of 2 units and 2 half-units. 
 

The Rotational Motion and Astrophysics unit includes the study of kinematic relationships, angular motion, 

rotational dynamics, gravitation and general relativity.   

 

The Quanta and Waves unit includes the study of quantum theory, cosmic radiation, simple harmonic motion 

and wave theory.  
 

The Electromagnetism half unit includes the study of electric and magnetic fields, circuits containing capaci-

tors and inductors, and electromagnetic radiation.  

 

The Physics Investigation half unit requires the planning and carrying out of an investigation, maintaining an 

ongoing record of work and producing a report of the findings.  This involves the organisation and designing of 

experiments and the collection and analysis of data. 

 

Assessment 
 

To gain the Advanced Higher Physics Course award all of the units must be passed as well as the Course assess-

ment.  The Course assessment consists of a project assessment task (based on the investigation) and a written 

examination at the end of the school year.  The Course assessment is used to grade attainment in the Course 

award (A to D).  Candidates who fail the exam, or do not sit it, will receive certification for the unit assess-

ments they have passed. 

 

Where next? 
 

Advanced Higher Physics is good preparation for anyone going on to study for a degree in Physics, Engineering, 

Maths or other related subjects.  Those who go on to study Physics at University can enjoy varied career paths 

and find lucrative employment in Scotland and around the world. 



Geography: National 3, 4 and 5                   

 

 

The main aim of Geography is to help people, as citizens, develop an understanding of aspects of the contempo-

rary world, through use of the concepts and techniques of geographical analysis.  With growing awareness of the 

impact of human activity upon the environment and scarce resources, the study of Geography fosters positive 

life-long attitudes of environmental stewardship, sustainability and global citizenship. Through the successful 

completion of this Course learners will develop a range of important and transferrable skills including: using, in-

terpreting, evaluating and analysing a range of geographical information; using a range of maps and other data; 

and researching skills, including fieldwork.  

 

Course Details 

For all three National courses, there are three compulsory units with case studies in each and a personal re-

search based project in National 4 and 5.    

 

Physical Environments (National 3, 4 and 5) British Isles context  

A selection of landscapes and their human use and management are studied along 

with aspects of weather and climate.  

 

Human Environments (National 3, 4 and 5)  Global context  
Using a series of case studies from developed and less developed countries, a range of topics including popula-

tion, farming, cities and industries are studied. 

 
Environmental Interactions (National 3, 4 and 5) Global context 
Using case studies from across the world, the way in which people cope with problems and interact with their 

environment are studied. Topic selections include health, climate change and natural disasters and globaliza-

tion.  

 

Added Value Unit: Geography Assignment (National 4 and 5 only) 
Learners will exercise choice in selecting a topic for personal study drawn from the Physical, Human or Interac-

tions contexts. They will research their chosen topic and communicate their findings. Through this activity, they 

will have opportunities to demonstrate greater depth of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 

National 3 and 4 courses have all units assessed internally by the school. 

National 5 has internal assessment for 3 units. The Added Value unit and a Final Exam covering the whole course 

are externally assessed and graded by the SQA.  

 

Progression 

Geography, at whatever level, is a useful qualification whether you wish to continue academic study, or take up 

work as a school leaver. If you want to continue academic or vocational studies then Geography provides a great 

stepping-off point.  A Geography qualification is also useful in a wide range of careers.  These include work in 

recreation and tourism, town and country planning, teaching, civil engineering, conservation, transport, surveying, 

the civil service, land management, forestry, fisheries management, meteorology, geophysics, and oceanography, 

to name a few. 



Geography: Higher (CfE)     

 

Purpose 

The new Higher Geography National Courses reflect C f E values, purposes and principles. This course adds 

breadth and depth to the understanding of physical and human environments and their interrelationships devel-

oped previously. It also extends evaluative skills and the range of geographical methods and techniques.  

 

Recommended Entry 

Students would normally be expected to have attained a National 5 in Geography, or a Higher in another social 

subject. 

 

Course Details 

This Course has three mandatory Units. Within each there is a considerable degree of flexibility in contexts 

which can be studied to allow personalisation and choice.  

 

Geography: Physical Environments  

Learners will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the complex processes and interactions at work 

within physical environments on a local, regional and global scale. Key topics include: OS mapwork, atmosphere, 

hydrosphere, lithosphere and biosphere.  

Geography: Human Environments  

Learners will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the complex processes and interactions at work 

within urban and rural environments and the management of urban and rural land use change in developed and 

developing countries. Key topics include: population, rural land use change and management, urban change and 

management.  

Geography: Global Issues  

Learners will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of complex global geographical issues which 

demonstrate the interaction of physical and human environments and the strategies adopted in their manage-

ment. Key topics include: development and health, global climate change, trade, aid and geopolitics.  

 

Course Assessment 

Each of the above units will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis and externally by a final question paper 

and an assignment. The assignment will require learners to extend and apply their skills, knowledge and under-

standing and will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. 

 

Progression 

From the achievement of a Higher course or units in Geography the student may be  able to progress to the 

course or units at Advanced Higher.  Alternatively, students could progress to a course or units at an appropri-

ate level in another social subject. 

If you want to continue academic or vocational studies in higher education, then Geography provides a great 

stepping-off point.  A Geography qualification is also useful in a wide range of careers.  These include work in 

recreation and tourism, town and country planning, teaching, civil engineering, conservation, transport, survey-

ing, the civil service, land management, forestry, fisheries management, meteorology, geophysics, and oceanog-

raphy, to name a few. 



Geography: Advanced Higher  

 

Where a pupil has achieved at least three A level Higher passes, including Higher Geography, this course may be 

offered. 

 

The Course in Advanced Higher Geography builds on the concepts and skills developed at Higher level Geography. 

Candidates who have undertaken research or essay writing in other social subjects will find these skills and those 

associated with evaluating evidence very useful in Advanced Higher Geography. The achievement of the Advanced 

Higher Course award in Geography can contribute to the entry qualifications to both further and higher education.  

 

The study of Geography at Advanced Higher level provides an increasingly sophisticated development of skills 

through a range of learning experiences. There is an increased emphasis on developing skills of independent study, 

co-operative learning, objective thinking and the ability to communicate clearly and confidently.  

The skills of independent study, research and critical evaluation which are emphasised in Geography at Advanced 

Higher level are highly valued by higher education institutions and are transferable to many situations in general 

employment.  

The principal aim of the Advanced Higher level Course in Geography is that, by using the concepts and techniques 

of geographical analysis, candidates develop a detailed understanding of aspects of the contemporary world which 

are of concern to all citizens.  

An emphasis in the Advanced Higher Course is placed on the acquisition of a wide range of high order skills neces-

sary in the research, evaluation and presentation of geographical information. As these skills are being developed 

the opportunity exists to broaden and deepen candidates’ knowledge and understanding of geographical  

phenomena. 

 

Course Details 

 

The Geographical Methods and Techniques Unit concentrates on broadening the knowledge and understanding of 

these skills by ensuring, through the Unit assessment, that candidates can competently use five of these skills. 

The centre selects the skills for which it wishes candidates to provide evidence.  

 

In the Geographical Study Unit they must carry out independent research from primary/secondary sources and/

or independent fieldwork, analyse their findings and provide an evaluation of the work they have undertaken.  

 

The Geographical Issues Unit concentrates on the evaluation of sources and viewpoints connected to a geograph-

ical issue. Here the candidate must learn to evaluate the sources and viewpoints from a geographical perspective 

and write a short essay which critically evaluates them. 

 

The Course assessment consists of two parts:  

1 A question paper. This will assess, under controlled conditions, the ability of candidates to use a variety of geo-

graphical methods and techniques.  

2 A folio of Course work which consists of:  

Geographical Study — a report on geographical research  

Geographical Issues — an essay which critically evaluates an issue from a geographical perspec-

tive  



History: National 3, 4 and 5 

 

 

   

The aim of the Course is to open up the world of the past for learners. By examining the past, learners can better 

understand their own communities, their country and the wider world.  This Course will encourage learners to de-

velop important attitudes, including: an open mind and respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; 

openness to new thinking and ideas, and a sense of responsibility and global citizenship. History Courses are rele-

vant for a wide range of learners. This Course is appropriate for those who wish to develop an understanding of 

history or who are seeking to progress important skills including researching and investigating, using a range of 

sources of information; explaining information about important historical themes and events; and communicating, 

by a variety of means, conclusions based on evidence. Each of the following options include elements of political, 

social, economic and cultural history.  

 

Historical Study: Scottish (National 3, 4 and 5)  

In this Unit, learners will develop techniques to comment on historical sources.  One of the following will be stud-

ied: 

The Wars of Independence, 1286-1328 

Migration and Empire, 1830-1939 

 

 

Historical Study: British (National 3, 4 and 5) 

In this Unit, learners will develop techniques to comment on the impact of a historical development.  One of the 

following will be studied: 

The Making of Modern Britain, 1880-1951 

The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770-1807 

 

 

Historical Study: European and World (National 3, 4 and 5) 

In this Unit, learners will develop techniques to comment on the factors contributing towards a historical devel-

opment. One of the following will be studied:  

Free at Last?: Civil Rights in the USA, 1918-1968 

Appeasement and the Road to War, 1918-1939 

 

 

Added Value Unit: History Assignment (National 4 and 5 only) 

In this Unit, learners will exercise choice in selecting a topic for personal study drawn from the above units. They 

will research their chosen topic and communicate their findings. Through this activity, they will have opportuni-

ties to demonstrate greater depth of historical knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 

National 3 and 4 courses have all units assessed internally by the school. 

National 5 has internal assessment for 3 units. The Added Value unit and a Final Exam covering the whole course 

are externally assessed and graded by the SQA. 

 

This Course is a preparation for specialisation in further historical study at the next National level or Higher. 

The writing debating and analytical skills developed in history also leads to a diverse range of occupations and ca-

reers such as: journalism, the legal profession and police, administration from local to national level, politics, busi-

ness, heritage industries, museum work and teaching. 

 



History: Higher (CfE)                    

Study of Higher History contributes to candidates’ understanding of the society 

in which they live and work by helping them to appreciate the ways in which im-

portant aspects of that society have developed in the past, both nationally and 

internationally. The skills developed in studying the Course include – research and 

note-taking, source evaluation, critical thinking, debate and communication, empathy and imagination, structured 

and extended writing, and the use of information technology – which are extremely useful across a wide variety of 

applications and careers.  

 

Recommended Entry  

Students would normally be expected to have attained a National 5 or Intermediate 2 in History, or a Higher in 

another social subject. 

 

Course Details 

The Course has three mandatory Units and an externally assessed assignment (Added Value unit). In this school 

the following content will be studied in each unit: 

 

Historical Study: Scottish 

Migration and Empire, 1830 – 1939 

A study of population movement and social and economic change in Scotland and abroad between 1830 and 1939, 

illustrating the themes of empire, migration and identity.  

     OR 

The Impact of the Great War, 1914–28  

A study of conflict and its political, social, economic and cultural effects, illustrating the themes of conflict, 

change and identity.  
 

Historical Study: British 

Britain 1851–1951 

A study of the development of the United Kingdom into a modern democracy and the development of the role of 

the state in the welfare of its citizens, illustrating the themes of authority, ideology and rights.  
 

Historical Study: European and World 

Germany, 1815–1939  

A study of the growth of nationalism in nineteenth century Germany leading to the overcoming of obstacles to uni-

fication of the nation by 1871, and the development of extreme nationalism after 1918, illustrating the themes of 

nationalism, authority and conflict. 

     OR 

USA, 1918–68 

 A study of the growing tensions in American society, focusing on racial divisions, economic difficulties, the growth 

of federal powers and the struggle for civil rights, illustrating the themes of ideology, identity and rights.  
 

Course Assessment 

Each of the above units will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis and externally by a final question paper and 

an assignment. The assignment will require learners to extend and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding 

and will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice 
 

Progression 

From the achievement of a Higher unit or course students may be able to progress to Advanced Higher History or 

Higher Geography. The qualification is highly regarded for entry to higher education. The writing debating and 

analytical skills developed in history also leads to a diverse range of occupations and careers such as: journalism, 

the legal profession and police, administration from local to national level, politics, business, heritage industries, 

museum work and teaching 



History: Advanced Higher  
 

Where a pupil has achieved at least three A level Higher passes, including Higher History, this course may be 

offered. 

 

The aims of the Advanced Higher History Course are to acquire depth in the knowledge and understanding of 

historical themes and to develop skills of analysing issues, developments and events, drawing conclusions and 

evaluating sources.  

These skills include:  

 

-mindedness and tolerance are fos-

tered  

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT  

The Course consists of two Units: Historical Study (Advanced Higher), and Historical Research (Advanced 

Higher).  

Within each Unit there are eleven Fields of Study. In each Field of Study, candidates should be aware of his-

torical interpretations and issues. The content of each Unit is summarised below and will be subject to sam-

pling in the Course Assessment 

 

1. Northern Britain from the Romans to AD 1000  

2. Scottish Independence 1286 - 1329  

3. The Renaissance in Italy in the Fifteenth and Early Sixteenth Centuries  

4. Georgians and Jacobites: Scotland 1715 - 1800  

5. ‘The House Divided’: USA 1850 - 65  

6. Japan: From Medieval to Modern state 1850s - 1920  

7. Germany: Versailles to the Outbreak of the Second World War  

8. South Africa 1910 - 84  

9. Soviet Union 1917 - 53  

10. The Spanish Civil War: Causes, Conflict and Consequences 1923-1945  

11. Britain at War and Peace 1939 - 51  
 

Historical Research Unit  

This Unit will allow the candidate to carry out independent research on the content of a Field of Study studied 

in the Historical Study (Advanced Higher) Unit. The candidate will develop the investigative skills of planning, 

reading, analysing and presenting.  
 

ASSESSMENT  

To achieve the Course award the candidate must pass the Units as well as the Course Assessment consisting 

of:  

 

 



Design and Manufacture:  National 4/5 

 

The Design and Manufacture course provides a broad practi-

cal introduction to design, materials and manufacturing pro-

cesses, providing opportunities for you to gain skills in both 

designing and in communicating design proposals. You will 

learn to explore the properties and uses of materials and to 

make models and prototypes of products. 

  

Course units 

Design   

This Unit covers the product design process from brief to resolved design proposals. It allows you to develop an 

appreciation of the design/make/test process and the importance of evaluating and resolving design proposals on 

an ongoing basis. You will also develop an appreciation of design concepts and the various factors that influence 

the design of products. 

Materials and Manufacturing   

This Unit covers the product design process from design proposals to prototype or product. You will develop prac-

tical skills that are invaluable in the design/make/test process and allow you to ‘close the design loop’ by manufac-

turing your own design ideas. It will help you to gain an appreciation of the properties and uses of materials as 

well as a range of manufacturing processes and techniques.  

In both units, you will gain knowledge and understanding of design and manufacturing technologies and how these 

impact on our environment and society. 

 

Assessment: 

 To gain an award, at National 4 you will have to pass the Design and Materials & Manufacturing units  plus a Final 

Design Assignment, all of which will be internally assessed. 

To gain an award, at National 5 you will have to pass the Design and Materials & Manufacturing units, which will 

be internally assessed. In addition they will be graded on a Final Design Assignment set by the SQA (60% of to-

tal marks) and an externally set question paper (40% of total marks). 

Successful completion of all the Units of the National 4 Design and Manufacture Course can be used to contribute 

to a National 3 Design and Technology Course award. 

 

Homework: 

Homework will be given on a regular basis throughout the course in order to give pupils the opportunity to consoli-

date the work covered in school. 

 

Progression: 

 

National 5 / Higher Design and Manufacture. 

 

 The planning and practical skills which you develop in Design & Manufacture will prove helpful not only in a range 

of career options from manufacturing, engineering and construction through industrial and interior design. 



Design and Manufacture:  Higher 

 

The NEW Higher Design and Manufacture course gives you a prac-

tical insight into the worlds of designing and manufacturing. You 

will learn how to design products effectively and communicate your 

design ideas, through sketching, drawing and modelling.  

 

 

You’ll be able to demonstrate creativity in your designs, while also taking into account the function of the prod-

uct to develop something workable in terms of usefulness and ability to make it; as during the course you will 

learn about material properties, why some materials are better suited for different uses, and also learn the 

manufacturing processes that are used in industry. 

 

Evaluation of existing products will enable you to consider design factors that impact design; form, function and 

performance. An understanding of these will help develop your ability to explain and refine your design proposals 

and think of alternatives.  

 

During the course you will consider the life cycle of a product from its inception through design, manufacture, 

and use, including its disposal and/or re-use. 

 

The aims of the Course are to enable you to develop:    

skills in evaluation and research  

idea generation techniques  

the ability to read drawings and diagrams 

skills in design and in refining design proposals  

the ability to communicate design ideas and practical details  

the ability to evaluate and apply both tangible and subjective feedback  

the ability to devise, plan and develop practical solutions to design opportunities   

practical skills in the planning and development of models and prototypes  

knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials  

an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our environment and society 

Assessment 

To gain an award, at Higher you will have to pass the Design and Materials & Manufacturing units, which will be 

internally assessed. In addition they will be graded on a Final Design Assignment set by the SQA (50% of total 

marks) and an externally set question paper (50% of total marks). 

 

Suitability for the course: 

Ideally you will have passed National 5 Design and Manufacture to progress into Higher; however there could be 

exceptions where a candidate wants to sit the course without having gone through the National 4/5 course. A 

good grade in English is also desirable. 

 

Progression: 

Advanced Higher Design & Manufacture 

 The planning and practical skills which you develop in Design & Manufacture will prove helpful not only in a range 

of career options from manufacturing, engineering and construction through industrial and interior design. 



Graphic Communication: National 4/5 
 

The course develops knowledge and skills in sketching and drawing everyday items in orthographic and pictorial projections 

using both manual and computer-aided methods. Communication by Graphical means is an important element in the construc-

tion, engineering and consumer industries.  

 

The aims of the Course are to enable you to develop:  

 

-skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment,  

materials and software;  

-extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards and protocols, where these apply  

-an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society  

Course units 

 

2D Graphic Communication (National 4 and 5)  

This Unit helps you develop your creativity and skills within a 2D graphic communication context. It will allow you to initiate, 

develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts.  

 

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication (National 4 and 5)  

This Unit helps you develop your creativity and skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic communication context. Again, it will 

allow you to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts.  

 

Added Value Unit (National 4) 

You will draw on, extend and apply the skills and knowledge you have developed during the Course. This will be assessed 

through a project requiring application of skills and knowledge from the Units to produce an effective overall response to 

the project brief. 

 

Added Value Unit (National 5) 

In this Course, added value will focus on breadth, challenge and application. You will draw on, extend and apply the skills and 

knowledge you have developed during the Course. These will be assessed through a combination of a project requiring appli-

cation of skills and knowledge from the Units to produce an effective overall response to the project brief and an examina-

tion. 

 

Assessment and homework within the course 

Homework will be given on a regular basis throughout the course in order to give pupils the opportunity to consolidate the 

work covered in school. To pass the Course, you must pass all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit. All 

Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis within the school against the requirements specified by the SQA.  

 

National 4 Courses are not graded and there is no end of course examination set by the SQA. 

 

National 5 Courses are graded and learners take an end of course examination set by the SQA. 

 

Progression  

Higher Graphic Communication 

A qualification in Graphic Communication is an ideal preparation for further study or employment. It is particularly useful 

for careers in design, engineering and architecture and careers which require the ability to interpret information from 

working drawings. The expertise developed in computer-aided work would be extremely useful in any area of work where the 

ability to use computer packages is required e.g. graphic design, advertising, publishing, technical illustration, draughtsman. 



Higher Graphic Communication 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The NEW Higher Graphic Communication lets you develop and produce your own graphics and enables you to 

read and interpret graphics produced by others, to a high level of complexity.  

 

This is a hands-on course which enables you to show your own creativity in design as well as teaching you in-

ternationally recognised standards in drawings. You will produce, and develop your abilities, in a range of 

graphic types including; digitally produced graphics, utilising different software packages on the computer, 

sketches and technical drawings using the drawing board.  

 

You will learn about the impact graphics communication technologies have on our environment and society. 

These skills will stand you in good stead for many different avenues of employment. 

 

 

The aims of the Course are to enable you to develop: 

skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics materials and soft-

ware  

creativity in the production of graphic communications to produce visual impact in meeting a specified pur-

pose 

skills in evaluating the effectiveness of graphics in communicating and meeting their purpose 

an understanding of graphic communication standards, protocols and conventions, where these apply 

an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society  

 

 
 

 

Suitability for the course: 

Ideally you will have passed National 5 / Intermediate 2  Graphic Communication to progress into Higher; 

however there could be exceptions where a candidate wants to sit the course without having gone through the 

National 4/5 course. 

 

 

Progression  

Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 

A qualification in Graphic Communication is an ideal preparation for further study or employment. It is partic-

ularly useful for careers in design, engineering and architecture and careers which require the ability to in-

terpret information from working drawings. The expertise developed in computer-aided work would be ex-

tremely useful in any area of work where the ability to use computer packages is required e.g. graphic design, 

advertising, publishing, technical illustration, draughtsman. 

Assessment 

To gain an award, at Higher you will have to pass the 2D Graphic Communication and the 3D and Pictorial 

Graphic Communication units, which will be internally assessed. In addition you will be graded on a Graphic  

Assignment set by the SQA (50% of total marks) and an externally set question paper (50% of total 

marks). 

 


