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Welcome Back 

 

We hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable October break and we are all ready for 

the term ahead. For those of us who were in Vancouver it was certainly an exciting end 

to last term and start to the holiday. The trip was fabulous with a huge range of 

unforgettable experiences and we will be holding a parents evening to give the pupils a 

chance to share some of the highlights with you. 

Huge thanks are due to the Vancouver Police Department for their exceptional 

hospitality and to the staff who went for all their hard work. Watch the website and 

facebook page for details of the parents evening. 

Those who stayed behind while we flew off to Canada had a great day out at the 

breakout rooms in Inverness and by all accounts a great few days in school.  

 

Jujitsu Success 

Congratulations to S2 pupil James Forsyth who recently achieved his black belt in 

Jujitsu. James has been training hard for several years with Cameron’s School of 

Martial Arts.  

 

McBeath Commemorations 

 

The commemorative stone to remember the life of Robert McBeath and to mark the 

100th anniversary of his being awarded the Victoria Cross was unveiled at a ceremony on 

15th September. This was attended by a range of people representing the Seaforth 

Highlanders, the Police, Highland Council and the local community as well as people from 

all over the country. It was particularly good to see McBeath’s great nephew read the 

original citation. In spite of the horrendous weather, the ceremony and the reception in 

school afterwards were a real success and we were very proud to show off the displays 

of work around the life of McBeath which the pupils had been working on. 

 

Staffing 

 

We said farewell to Clare Harper who has worked in the office and as a technician for 

the last four years. Clare has returned to Glasgow (for now at least) and we wish her 



well. No doubt she will keep in touch. Interviews for her replacement take place next 

week. 

Gail Ross is absent at this point, her husband is ill and we wish him a speedy recovery 

and hope to see Gail back soon. 

 

 

Child Protection Training 

 

All staff attended a course in child protection training on the recent in service day. 

Highland Council require all staff to attend such a course on a regular basis and it was 

good to see so many people from out with the school attend as well. 

 

Library 

 

The library is being well used by pupils across the school. S1 – 3 in particular are very 

keen on our new books and the primary classes have all used the library when they are 

with us on Wednesdays. It is open at lunchtime on Wednesday and Thursday and 

provides a quiet space to read or do homework. Several new books have arrived in 

response to requests from pupils. The Julia Donaldson picture books are being 

particularly enjoyed by younger readers. Diary of a Wimpy Kid is ever popular as is 

Philip Pullman’s trilogy Northern Lights, The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass. His 

latest The Book of Dust is on order. The Bolds by Julian Clary is also flying off the 

shelves. Thanks are in order once again for the generous donations from the 

Kinlochbervie Writers Group and from CVS North who enabled us to order these new 

books. We are currently placing barcodes on every book and we hope eventually to issue 

books electronically and for pupils to be able to recommend books for others online. 

Thanks to Rachael Horler for stamping all the new books. 

We are always on the lookout for more books so if you find that you need some space 

on those bookshelves at home and would like to donate any books which your children 

have read please send them in. 

 

Scholastic Book Club 

 

Our new online Scholastic Book Club is up and running. Go to 

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/kinlochbervie-iv27-4rg to browse the latest books. For every 

pound you spend the school gets 25p in scholastic rewards and this will be spend on 

improving the stock in the library.  

Place your order by 30th November 2017 and books will be delivered usually within a 

week. There are some great offers and discounts particularly on bundles of books. The 

whole Harry Potter series would normally cost £59.99 and can be bought for £29.99 

Christmas books are also available, please have a look. 

 

 



Improve Your Literacy Resource 

Students who get help with reading and spelling improvement can access a new resource 

from home from November 1st.   

The Literacy Tool Box is an updated version of Speedy Readers used by some in 

Primary School BUT useful for anyone wanting to get better at reading and 

writing.  We will be training students to use it in the coming weeks and it will form an 

important part of the work the ASN Department do with students withdrawn from 

class for Literacy help. 

Go to http://www.perceptualliteracy.com/logon.aspx our access code is BADGER. 

Have a read of the background info on the website which explains how the resource 

works.    

 

Scottish Schools Indoor Rowing League 2017 

After our success last summer in the Highland Indoor Rowing League where several 

pupils won medals and trophies for coming in the top 3 for their age group, we have 

entered the Scottish Schools Indoor Rowing League this term.  We have competed in 2 

rounds to date with the 3rd happening in the next few weeks.  All our pupils have been 

taking part in this excellent event in Core PE lessons and so far we have had some pupils 

who have produced fantastic results.   This is a unique event which allows us to 

complete on a level playing field with schools much larger than ourselves due to the 

individual nature of the competition.  There are 31 high schools from all over Scotland 

taking part and  7 from Highland.  We are currently 8th overall in the standings and the 

1st placed highland school which is amazing considering we are the smallest by a large 

margin.  There is a 4th festival round in Motherwell but we are unable to attend that 

due to staffing and distance.  After round 2 several of our pupils are currently in the 

top 15 for their age group which is a huge achievement considering there are over 180 

entrants in some of the age groups.   

S1 Girls: Emma Morrison 6th; Eilidh Amos 14th 

S2 Boys: Szymon Klodzinski 5th                    

S2 Girls: Morgan MacDonald 2nd  

S3 Girls: Caitlin Corbett 10th                           

S5 Boys: Stephen Morrison 6th; Kieran Day 15th 



 

Art Electives  

In September, the electives ‘ceramic’ class enjoyed a trip to the studio of wonderful 

ceramic artist Lotte Glob, in Laid. 

There we joined up with pupils from Farr High School and worked alongside Lotte Glob 

to participate in a community project celebrating the poetry of 18th century Gaelic bard 

Rob Donn. We listened to some of Rob Donn’s poetry and learnt about his life in 

Sutherland before making our own ceramic tile inspired by his life and work. The tiles 

will be part of a touring exhibition around Mackay country and then become part of a 

permanent exhibition in Strathnaver Museum. 

Lotte gave us a tour around her studio and showed us her different kilns, one which 

gets so hot it melts rocks. We loved seeing all her extraordinary sculptural work in and 

around her gallery, especially the pool with floating stones and the beautiful bowls 

made with ‘pools’ of cobalt blue inside. Lotte answered questions and chatted about her 

work and experimental working methods, telling us how she was inspired by the 

landscape around her. 

Lotte unfortunately had hurt her wrist and couldn’t throw on the wheel, but her 

apprentice gave us a demonstration and we have had fun back in the Art room giving it a 

shot with varying success …it’s a lot harder than it looks – especially to get the clay 

centred! 

Our visit has inspired us to create our own bowls which are firing in the kiln right now 

and await the transformation of glazing. We’re looking forward to that magical moment 

of seeing them come out the kiln. 

The Art department has also been invited to create a textile panel as part of the 

‘Threading Donn’ community project -again celebrating the poetry of Rob Donn.  S1-3 

will be participating in various textile techniques including wet felting to create this 

exhibition piece collaboratively. Again, this panel will go on tour before becoming a 

Strathnaver Museum exhibit. 

 

Tree of Knowledge 

At the end of September, Jessica Chapman (S5) and Harry Hird (S6) attended a 

training session with the Tree of Knowledge. Tree of Knowledge is an organisation that 

aims to deliver fun, continuous, sustainable learning that helps pupils and teachers 

share knowledge and work together 



Jessica and Harry travelled to Wick and Golspie to take part in team building games, 

confidence building exercises and had the chance to listen to some excellent 

motivational speaking.  

After the training, Jessica said, ‘The Tree of Knowledge was really interesting and 

taught me how to get other pupils involved in activities that are teaching them whilst 

having fun.’  

‘We were treated with a level of maturity. It was very enlightening and taught me a lot 

about presenting to an audience,’ Harry added. 

Their next step is for these two to deliver the training to S1 pupils from various 

Sutherland schools. This will take place sometime in the coming weeks. 

 

Christmas Show 

Planning for the festive period is already underway. The school would like to try 

something a little different for the Christmas show this year; pupils will be offered the 

chance to organise and perform a play of their own devising, allowing them to display 

their artistic and acting talents, alongside musical numbers. We are currently still in 

the early stages, but if there is enough interest from the students then rehearsals will 

held on Wednesdays after school 16:00-17:15, beginning 8/11/17. Transport home will 

be available. More details to follow. 

 

Pupil Opportunities This Term 

Lunchtime Activities 

Mon:  Zumba Workout with Miss Lockhart; Maths Study Support – all Years 

Tues: Hama Bead Club with Mrs Jarvis (any unwanted beads gratefully 

received) 

Weds:  20 Minute Spin Bike Blast with Paula 1pm 

Thurs:  Music Supported Study – for pupils working towards exams 

 

 

 



After School Activities 

Mon:  Table Tennis 4 – 5pm 

Weds:  Christmas Show Rehearsals 4 – 5.15pm (transport provided) 

Thurs:  Badminton 4 – 5pm (HLH Consent Forms Must be Completed) 

 

A list of dates for diaries is attached, this is not a definitive list, it is subject to 

change. 

 

 

As always should you have any queries or concerns please contact me at the school. 

Graeme Smart 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


