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Welcome Back 

We hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year and are all ready for the term 

ahead. It promises to be a busy term as you will see from the rest of this newsletter. 

 

Craft Fayre 

Our craft fayre held at the end of October was once again a great success. Many 

thanks to Mrs Bain and the S3 class for organising it in aid of Highland Hospice. A total 

of £691.10 was raised. 

 

Active Boys and Active Girls Days 

These were held in early December. Our boys had a great day of football with Dale 

Pryde-MacDonald of Brora Rangers. The girls spent their day taking part in Spin Bike 

sessions with Mrs Paterson & Paula, Football with Sophie Clark & Jaclyn Ross and finally 

in the afternoon Badminton with Jane Grant from Badminton Scotland. 

Rowing 

Last term all S1-6 pupils took part in the Scottish Schools Indoor Rowing league in Core 

PE lessons.  This consisted of 3 rounds or rowing in school followed by a 4th round in 

Glasgow which we were unable to attend. Despite being unable to attend it we ended up 

with 4 pupils who achieved a top 6 position by the end of the 4 rounds and as a school 

we finished joint 8th and were also the highest placed Highland School alongside 

Gairloch High.  Our top 4 pupils were: 

 

Emma Morrison (S1) 6th 

Szymon Klodzinski (S2) 4th 

Morgan MacDonald (S2) 3rd 

Stephen Morrison (S5) 6th 

 

This term we are taking part in the Highland Schools Indoor Rowing League and have 

high hopes for success.  Round 1 is happening this week and the 4th round will happen on 

22nd March at a festival in Inverness. We hope to take a large number of pupils to 

compete.  S1-3 is completing this in class and S4-6 can take part at lunchtimes if they 

wish to.  

 



YPI 

In December our S3 pupils competed in the school finals of the Youth & Philanthropy 

Initiative. The 3 chosen Charities this year were:  Durness Village Hall, Kinlochbervie 

Playing Field Association & Kinlochbervie Pre-School & Day-care.  All 3 groups worked 

extremely hard over the course of the term, with many completing work outside of 

class time and school to ensure they were finished on time and that they were 

representing their charity in the best way possible.  They all produced fantastic 

presentations and the judging panel had a very tough time deciding on a 

winner.  However there did need to be a winner and this year’s winning charity who 

received £3000 was Kinlochbervie Pre-School & Day-care.  The 3 pupils in the winning 

team were Charlie Corbett, Chelsea Eastcroft & Gemma Flett.  All the pupils did really 

well and were disappointed not to win which showed their commitment to the Initiative. 

Next year’s S3 will begin their YPI Journey in August with the final taking place in 

October. 

 

Christmas Show 

Thank you to all who supported our amazing Christmas Show this year. There was a 

great turnout to watch the spectacle of the Polar Express followed by The Snowman. 

Well done to all the pupils who took part in any way. Thank you to Miss Lockhart and Mr 

Galbraith for putting it altogether, and also to many of the other staff members who 

helped out during the run up and on the night. 

 

Fundraising 

Children in Need and our Christmas Jumper Day were both held on the Wednesday 

before the official event dates to allow us as a whole ASG to take part together. Both 

days were very successful and raised a total of £303.70 for CIN and £81 for Save the 

Children. 

 

A welcome Arrival 

Mr Keitany and Mr Smart travelled down to Edinburgh airport on Tuesday evening last 

week to collect Mr Keitany’s wife and son, Gladys and Jason who are now settling in to 

life in Kinlochbervie, a very different life to that in Kenya but it is great to see the 

family reunited and I am sure that everyone will make them very welcome. 

 

 

Prelims 

Prelims for any S4-S6 pupil with an exam in May will be held in the next few weeks 

starting from January 22nd. We will be holding most of our prelims in class time this 

year and pupils will be given plenty of warning and opportunity to revise. A full 

timetable will be issued shortly. Prelims are a very good indicator of likely success in 

the final exams and can often be a very good indicator of what needs to be done to 

ensure as good a final grade as possible. They also form the basis of our estimates 

which we have to send to SQA before the exams and can be used in appeals if pupils 

miss an exam for any reason. Please encourage your son/daughter to prepare for these 

and for the final exams by using all the material provided by class teachers. 



 

Vaccinations 

The S1 girls will get their HPV immunisations on Monday 29th January. The S3 class and 

any catch up pupils will receive their Dip/Tet/Polio/MENACWY on Thursday 15th March. 

 

Electives 

This year all S1-6 pupils are taking part in 2 periods of Electives on a Friday 

morning.  This allows them to have some breath, personalisation and choice in their 

curriculum on top of their core subjects.  The Electives choices switch every term 

depending on what staff can offer to pupils.  This term pupils are taking part in 

Spinning, Fitness, Print-making, Young Enterprise, Music Technology & the Great 

Outdoors. These will run until the Easter holidays after which pupils will choose their 

electives for the summer term. 

Pupils who have opted for the Great Outdoors Elective will be participating in the John 

Muir Award. They will do this by exploring the local area, carrying out conservation 

work and finally presenting their project to the local community. Participating pupils 

should ensure they come to school prepared to work outdoors every Friday – 

waterproof jackets and sturdy, watertight footwear are recommended! The progress 

pupils are making in this award will be shared on the science department 

Twitter(@klbhscience) and Instagram(@klbscience) pages.  

Quality Improvement Team Visit 

On 31st January and 1st and 2nd February we will be visited by Christine Gordon our 

Quality Improvement Officer and her team. They will be visiting classes, meeting 

groups of pupils and staff and will meet with parents and other groups who are involved 

with the school. The parent meeting will take place in the community room at 12.35 on 

Wednesday 31st January and any parent who wishes to attend is free to do so. 

 

Osiris Training for Staff 

As part of our School Improvement Plan to improve teaching and learning across the 

ASG we have invited teacher training company OSIRIS into the school to deliver their 

Outstanding Teaching course to 10 volunteer members of staff. The cost of this course 

is being met through our allocation of Pupil Equity Funding from the Scottish 

Government.  

The course involves 3 sessions of training followed by 3 lesson observations. The lesson 

observations are videoed to allow teachers to evaluate the teaching and learning that 

has taken place. During the videoing of the lessons the focus is on the teacher and 

filmed from a pupil’s perspective, no faces of pupils should be identifiable in the videos. 

Only the class teacher will have a copy of these videos and they will not be used outside 

of the school.  

We have invited Osiris into the school because geographically it is very difficult for 

our teachers to access the high quality professional development courses that are on 

offer. The impact of the course will be measured over time.  



 

 

Kenyan Connections 

Next month Miss Watkins and Miss Lockhart will be visiting our British Council Partner 

School - Sachangwan Secondary - near Nakuru city in the Rift Valley, Kenya. They will 

be joined by Miss Lee and Mrs MacDonald for a 10 day trip in which they will be visiting 

schools (including Mr Keitany’s old school), meeting staff and pupils, doing some 

classroom teaching and also attending an education conference in Nairobi. They will all 

be working with Kenyan colleagues on a Gender Equity project which Kinlochbervie ASG 

pupils age 9-12 will take part in on their return. After a week of hard work they might 

even get the chance to go on safari – what an adventure! 

Ceramics Exhibition 

The will be a display of ceramics made by some of our pupils in the Community Room for 

anyone interested to come and enjoy. These pieces were made by the following pupils: 

Eilidh Amos, Jenny Allen, Charlie Corbett; Demi Eastcroft. Sam MCCaul, Emma 

Morrison, Owen Parker; Michelle Ross & Katey Thompson.  The community room is used 

by a variety of visitors and will be used during the Quality Improvement Visit. We will 

also arrange a date when it will be open to the public, watch this space for details. 

 

Pupil Opportunities This Term 

Lunchtime Activities 

Mon:  Chemistry Study Support; Table Tennis 

Weds:  String Group 

Thurs:  Music Supported Study – for pupils working towards exams 

Please note that Homework Club runs every day at lunchtime. 

 

As always should you have any queries or concerns please contact me at the school. 

Graeme Smart 

Head Teacher 


